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Hon. C. ¥. BAXTER (East) [4.40]: XNo
member regrets more than I the necessity for
the motion. My sympathy iz with Mr. Cole-

“bateh in hig illness. T trust he will soon be

sufficiently Ttecovered to again take charge.
T sympathise with him, too, in the fact that
the whole of the responsibility for conduct-
ing the husiness of the Chamber is on his
shoullers. TFor nearly four years I sat be-
sidle liim, and so I know the ardnous natuve
of his task. In asking cne man to take such
responsibilitics, the Government are asking
too mueh, T know that some of the Ministers
are out to practice economy in the direction
of saving expenditure, but T am certain there
are members of the House quite prepared to
act ns Honorary Minister without payment.
Tf the business of the House is to be carried
on without jeopardising the health of the
Leader of the House, the Government ought
to appoint somebody to assist him at a time
like the present, and again when the full tush
of work is on. As the result of my experi-
ence as a Minister T can see that the sugges-
tion thrown ont by Mr. Lovekin is unwork-
able, We caunot expect any Minister to re-
ply to eriticisn, wvnless he is sitting in his
seat to take notes of what is being said.

Question put and passed.

House adjowrned at 443 p.a.
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The SPEAKER took-the Chair at 4.30 p.in.
nnd read prayors,

QUESTION—CIVIL SERVANTS, LEAVE.

Mr. DAVIES (for Mr. Tee¢sdale) asked the
Premier: What was the number of civil ser-
vants, and other officials employed by the
Government, ahsent on "Wednesday, 10th
August, on sick or other leave{

=

The PREMIER repiied: Qut of 2,945 offi-
cers employed in the metropolitan area, 122
were on extended sick, annual, or long service
leave; 403 were given leave for the after-
noon or a portion thereof conditionally on
the time being made up, or deducted from
apnual leave, or in lieu of payment for
equivalent overtime previously worked; 32
were permitted to absent themselves on
condition that their work was kept up 1o
date.

QUESTION—RAILWAYS AND TRAM.
WAYS DEPARTMENTS,

Mr, WILLCOCK asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, How many additional adminis-
trative positions have been created in the
staff of the Railways and Tramways Depart-
ments since the appointment of the present
Commissioner? 2, What are salaries and all
other expenditure attached to the positions so
ereated to date? 3, Does he consider it neces-
sary to further inerease the administrative

- staff while reductions are being made in the

total number of employees? 4, What is the
total cost, including salaries, expenses, ete.,
and haulage of inspection car of the economy
committee over the railway system% 5, Are
the officers in charge of the various depart-
menta and districts incompetént or incapable
of making recommendations in regard to the
economical working of the services men-
tioned? 6, What are the names, grade, ana
status of the members of the economy board?

7, Is he aware that a similar board was

created some years ago and made many
recommendations which were afterwards
found absolutely impracticable? 8, Did one
of the officers of the previous board make
a recommendation in regard to amalgama-
tion of offices and although experienced in
that particular position unmistakably failed
to perform the duties when these were sub-
sequeatly allotted to himself$

The MINISTER POR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, One. 2, General Manager, Tram-
ways and Eleetricity Supply, £1,000, formerly
Electrical Superintendent at £800 per annum.
3, No. 4, If the Suggestions and Economies
Board is referred to no such expenditure has
been incurred. Neo additional expense was in-
curred, 5, No. 6, The members of the Sug-
gestions and FEconomics Board are:—Mr.
Maxwell, Chief Draftsman, Way and Works;
Mr. Bromficld, Auditor of Disbursements;
Mr. Backshall, Officer-in-Charge Operation.
7, No- board-created some years ago was
analogous to that to which this ques-
tion refers. B8, I am mnot aware, neither is the
Commissioner of Railways aware, whether this
is s0 or not. Addendum,—The questions be-
ing somewhat difficult of interpretation the
Commissioner of Railways will be pleased to
afford the hon. member any information re-
quired, should the replies given herewith not

deal with the matters the hon. member has in
mind.
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QUESTION —MIDLAND WORKSHOPS,
APPRENTICESHIPS.

Mr. DAVIES asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: 1, What was the number of applic-
ants for apprenticoships, in all trades, re-
ceived in reply to the last advertisements for
employment in the Midland Junction Work-
shops? 2, The number who fulfilled the neces-
sary qualifieations? 3, The number aceepted?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, 258. 2, 207, 8, 47.
QUESTION — STATE SHIP
H“KANGAROO.’!?
Mr. DURACK asked the Minister for

Mines: What is the total net revenue contri-
buted to this State by the ‘‘Kangaroo,’’ since
pnrchase, to the end of the last financial
yeart

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
Aggregate net earnings of the as. ‘*Kanga-
roo’’ to 30th June, 1920—£275522. The
figures for the year eaded 30th Jure, 1921,
will not be available until receipt of
detailed statements from London,

QUESTION—FPRINTING TRADE
DISPUTE.

Mr. PICKERING asked the Premier: Has
bis attention been drawn to an article which
appeared in the °‘ West Australian?’ of the
2ud Awgust, which reported the adoption of a
resolution of thanks to the Premier for his
action with regard to the delegation from the
Master Printers’ Association? 2 1f so, is he
aware that such action is viewed by the Mas-
ter Printers’ Association as likely to lead to
disraption in the printing trade? 3, Is it a
faet that the employces of the Government
Printing Office are using their influence to
bring about a strike, as alleged in a letter
which appeared in the ‘‘West Awstralian’’
of the 2nd Augnst?

The PREMIER replied: 1, No. 2, No. 3,
Not to my knowledge. As both parties have
now consented to submit the matter to Arbi-
tration the dispute is practically settled.

ADDRESS.IN-REPLY,
Sixth day.
Debate resumed from 11th August,

Mr. MANN (Perth) [4.38]: At the com:
mencement of my election campaign I made
it very clear that, if elected, I would sup-
port the present administration, and in con-
sequence of the majority by which I was
clected, T take it that the clectors of Perth
desire, for the present at all events, to have
a representative supporting the present ad-
ministration. After having listened to the
addresses of the Leader of the Opposition
and of the member for Katanning (Mr. A.
Thomson) as deputy Leader of the Primary
Producers’ Party, I might be permitted to
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say that the Leader of the Opposition vigor-
ously though fairly criticised the past ad-
minigtration of the Government and the
policy for its futurc administration, and after
some three hours over which his very inter-
esting address extended, he stated that the
present position of the State was most
Qifficult, so difficult indeed that he was not
going to unduly harass the Premier in his
leadership of the Government. The member
for Katanning delivered an address extend-
ing over some three hours, during which he
criticised both the Opposition and the Gov-
renment, and finally ended with this quota-
tion, ‘‘Come, let us reason together.’’ If
the hon. member two years ago had said,
““Come, let us reason together,’’ and if the
Leader of the Opposition two years ago had
admitted that the position of the State was
a most difficult one, both statements in my
opinion would have been more applicable than
they are to-day.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: The Leader of the
Opposition said so four years ago.

Mr, MANN: I intend to compare the posi-

" tion in 1919 with that as we find it to-day.

In 1919 there were soniething like 3,000 un-
employed ret'rned soldiers; there were 1,660
odd on the books of the Repatriation De-
partment, that is ‘“A’’ class men as distinet
from ineapacitated men; there were about
1,200 men who, in a sense, had Dbeea
repatriated inasmuch as they had heen
found temporary cmployment and put
off the bobks. The member for South
Fremantle (Mr. MeCallom) is aware of
the industrial position at that time.
I doubt whether the position of affairs in
this State had ever been so bad, and I trust
that we shall never again expérience such
conditions industrially. In my official capneity
at that time, I was able to judge probably
better than many members of this House ex-
actly how things stood. The Government
eame into office at a time when the fask was
not at all an enviable one, but they grasped
the position and grappled with it well. To-
day we have searcely any unemployed wre-
turned soldiers, and the industrial position
has improved, inasmuch as we de not now
hear the threats which were made at that
time, and it is not necessary to have u

.posse of police stationed at Fremantle to

control the wharves.

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
wanted there.

Mr. MANN: Trade, too, has returned to
normal channels. TFor two years strike sue-
ceeded strike. Not only were there strikes
within the State, but the big shipping strike
disioeated all inter-State trade. Various
strikes on the goldfields, too, held up our in-
dustries there for quite a long time. Re-
membering all these things, that was the
time, I maintain, when we should have been
asked to reason together; that was the time
when the position was so diffienlt. Tt is true
that to-day the State owes a fair sum of
money, but I weuld like to peint out fhat,

They were never
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although the Government have a deficit, the
trade of Western Australia from July, 1920,
to Marech, 1921, showed an excess of exports
over imports to the extent of about two mil-
lion pounds. On the other hand, the trade
of New South Wales showed an execess of
imports over exports of 19 millions, and the
trade of the Commonwealth as a whole an
cxcess of imports over exports of 83 million
pounds for the same nine months. That
eondition of finaneial affairs, fellowing on
the previous difficult and stressfut times, has
been reflected upon this State, The financial
institutions, it is clear, decided that importa-
tions must cease. The result has been a
falling off in trade—mnot due to the Govern-
ment of this State, not due to the control of
affairs in this State at all; but due to exces-
sive importing in the past, and to the condi-
tion of financial affairs in the Eastern States.
It was these conditions that indueed the
financinl institutions to make it their fixed
policy to put a step to practieally all import-
ing for the time being. That, in twrn, meant
a cessation of trade, and, nccessarily, a fal-
ling oft in ‘the extent of railway operations,
aspecially ns regards goods traffie, which
again involved a financial loss on our rail-
way operations between January and June,

Mr. Pickering: Do not you think the tariff
had something to do with that!?

Mr. MANXN: Whatever the tariif may have
had to do with it bears no comparison with
the effect of the demand made by the finan-
cial institutions that importations must cease
until our exports approached somewhere near
our imports, thus bringing abont something
like an equilibrium in trade. There are signs
of improvement in financial matters, inas-
moeh ag the foreign exchanges are becomiug
more favourable. I hope, therefore, that in
the very near future, with trade becoming
more normal, with ampler oppertunities for
importing goods md exporting our products,
we shall find matters more prosperovs than
they have becen latterly. As to industrial mat-
ters, T agree with the member for Sonth Fre-
mantle {Mr. MeCallum)—and, indeed, T men-
tioned the subject during my election cam-
paign—that we require some amendment in
the constitution of the Arbitration Court. Like
that hon. member, T consider that what is
needed is something in the nature of a lower
court, where employer and employee will
meet more on commoen ground, and without
that hostility which is to be ebserved in the
Arbitration Court to-day, when the most
pifted advocates are employed by each side

to frustrate, as far as may be, the aims of

the other side, irrespeetive of whether or not
those aims are equitable and fair. At pre-
gent, so lonz as one side can score a point off
the other, it is satisfied; aud the result is
that we find the Arbitration Court frequently
delivering an award of which neither side
approves. Thercupon the side which has
definitely lost is merely awaiting its oppor-
tunity to get even, or to scorc off the other
gide as speedily as possible. If the parties

~
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met on common ground, so to speak, in a
lower court, where they could discuss
each other’s difficulties, much better
vesylts would be achieved. Next, with
regard to immigration.  Every member
who has so far spoken in this debate, from
cither side of the Ilouse, has agreed that an
immigration policy is mnecessary. Personally,
I do not think any reasonable person would
suggest that it is not, providing, of course,
that the policy is on lines tending to the
advantage of the State, to the betterment of
the immigrants themselves, and- alse towards
the progress of the people who are already
settled in  Western Australia. I would
strongly oppose the intreduction of immi-
grants into this State merely for the pur-
posc of dropping them in the cities and towns
and starting them to eompete in the already
well supplied mechanical and industrial sec-
fions of our labour market. There is no
doubt, however, that we do urgently need to
fill wp our vacant spaces; and the only way
for us to fill them wup is by means of oversea
settlers of our own kith and kin, scttlers
whose sgentiments and aspirations are the
same as ours, Knowing, as we do, that there
are approximately two million ex-service men
in England to be repatriated, if I may use
that word in this connection, oversea, it is
our duty to pave the way for the settlement
of as many as possible of those ex-servien
men in Westerr Aunstralia and to prepare to
weleome them here, where we have room for
thousands of them. Thre Royal Colonial In-
stitute” sent an agent through this Commen-
wealth to inguire into the possibilities ot
settlement, and that agent reported that two
of the Avstralian States, namely Queensland
and Western Australia, were sunitable for
seltlement by ex-service men. The agent in
his report gave the following figures: The
British Empire and its Dominions have only
about 13 million persons getting their living
directly from the soil, while Germany, which
has only oue sixty-fourth of the area of the
British Empire and its Dominions, has 20
odd millions getting their living directly
from the soil, and France, with only one-
seventh of the area of Britain and its Do-
minions, has 17 millions so engaged. I am
ot opinion that land settlement and land de-
velopment must go hand in hand with the
establishment of sccondary industries, Tao
slart secondary industries i3 wuseless unless
we have a well-defined poliey of land settle-
ment, unless we have our back country well
opened up and settled with people in com-
fortable circumstances, Under those condi-
tions our secondary industries. will of neces-
sity foree themselves along. In this connee-
tion T may mention one of the most promising
of our secondary industries—the eement in-
Qustry. 1t took the promoter something like
two years’ time, as well as several thousands
of pounds of his own money, to get the pro-
ject as far forward as a flotation. Then the
company spent gome hundred thousand
pounds, and during the first fortnight of the
company’s operations the leader of one of



the indostrial unions concerned in the in-
dustry came along with a eertain demand.
I am not going to say that the demand was
ripht or that it was wrong. In new indus-
tries there must always he levelling up aud
levelling down; there must be many anom-
alies to be rectified, It is possible that the
demand made was right, But what T take
exception to is that the leader said te the
empMoyers, ‘ ‘ Grant this demand, or we will call
a stop work meeting.’’ Here was an industry
that had taken two years and an expenditure
of pver £100,000 to get going, and during
the first fortnight of its operations a demnand
was made in this manner, notwithstanding
that a court exists to deal with such gues-
tions. If that eourt is not in a position to
decide such matters promptly, then we should
amend the constitution of the court so that
it will be enabled to cffect that object,
Certainly, we must do our utmost to avoid
such aceurrences as that whith T have de-
seribed, becanse the cffect must be te maka
investors very chary of putting their money
in here, Such happenings are bound to
prove most detrimental to our chances of
having secondary
Western Awngtralia.  An important wmatter,
and one that closely coneerns the electorate
I represent, inasmuch as it is a matter in-
directly aRecting the prive of bread, is the
wheat pool. In my opinion, the wheat pool
has for wvarious reasons been absolutely
neeessary up to the present; and T think the
pool must continue for at least another season.
Then we ean take stock of the situation, and
decide our further course according to eir-
cumstances. But, when the conditions of
the wheat pool are being considered, the in-
terests of other persons besides the growers
must be considered, I refer to the poultry
farmer, the pig raiscr, and the dairy farmer,
I have figures here which, in my opinion,
show that the operations of the wheat pool
during the last two years have had the effect
or ahsolntely wiping the poultry industry out
of existence.

Mr. Latham: Eggs are only 1s. 6d. per
dozen to-dny; so why growl?

Mr. Pickering: We were told the other
day that eggs were 4d. apiece.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. MANN: The figures I am ahout to
quote are authentie, having been obtained
from the Government departments. At pre-
sent the poultry industry of this Btate com-
pares as follows with that industry in other
States: New South Wales has some 2,500,000
head of poultry; Vietoria has 2,700,000;
Queensland  319,000; Tasmania, 300,000;
and Waestern Australia has just 180,000,

Mr. Pickering: But all the States are under
the same rate for wheat.

Mr. MANN: They are not by any means
under the same rate for wheat, becanse at
the present time the largest pig raising con-
eern in Western Australia, sitnated at Eal-
goorlie, is importing all the produce it re-
quires at its piggery from South Anunstralia,
and importing it at a price less than that for

industries established in -
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which it ean be obtained here. TFurther, one
of the most progressive firms in the bacon
curing industry of this State has been im-
porting Dbran and pollard from the Eastern
States for months past, and selling those
comimodities at cost price to Western Aus-
tralian pig raisers, just in order to keep the
industry going. The firm in question have
teen able to import South Australian bran
und pollard at landed prices far below the
prices charged here.

The Minister for Mines: But they charge
more for flour in South Australia.

Mr. MANX: Take the pig raising industry.
In 1918 Western Australia had 85,000 pigs;
this year we are down to 60,000. I attribute
that deercase in a laege measure to the ex-
cessive prices which have been charged here
for the offal from wheat, 1 suggest, there-
fore, that when the econditions of the next
wheat pool are heing framed, these subsidi-
ary industries should receive consideration.
Then, as to the price of bread, I am of opin-
ion that, irrespective of any London parity,
sufficient wheat should he retained in this
State to ensure that the price of bread here
shall not execed 6d, per loaf.

Mr, Willcoek: Why not fourpence?

Mr. MANN: 1 do not want to see it over
sixpence, I am pleased to know that the
Government intend to move in the direction
of an improved water supply. Not only in
the Perth clectorate, but in the surrounding
electorates, it is very necessary during the
summer months to have an adequate water
supply. Many divergent views have been
offered regarding tramway extensions. It was
suggested that no extensions at all should be
made, and that the money thus saved should
be spent on the present system, I am in
favour of extensions, if there is land avail-
ahle to enable people to come within the scope
of the Workers’ Homes Act. There are in.
stances in Perth of three families living in
a four or five-rcomed house becausze of the
high rents and the impossibility of getting
other accommodation. If tramway exten-
sions will enable such people to take advant-
agpe of the Workers’ Homes Act I should
favour any extensions irrespective of whe-
ther they may be in South Perth or anywhere
else, .

Capt. Carter: Blecks of land have gone up
£25 in a week in South Perth.

Mr. MANN: I know the Government are
affording facilities to people in the country
to come under the Workers’ Homes Aect.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Tor two years we could
not get one worker’s home in the metropolitan
area,

Mr. Clydesdale: There are four or five
families living in one house in Leederville.
The Premier: It must be a big house.

Mr. MANN: Although I am a loyal sup-
porter of the Government, I am not narrow-
minded enough to think that good sugges-
tions cannot emanate from the Opposition,
or from the Primary Producers’ Party. Any
suggestion or movement emanating from



(16 Auvgust, 1921.]

either of these two parties that tends to the
advancement of this State, T will heartily
support.

AMr, J, THOMSON (Claremont) [5.3]: Tt
is my intention to vote against any tramway
cxtensions anywhere in the suburban areas,
if they are to be made out of loan moneys,
The proposition put forward by the Clare-
mont-Cottesloe district was that the Govern-
ment Jand within those areas should be sold,
and the money so obtained spent on tramway
extensions.

Hon. W, . Angwin:
Yyour assets.

Mr. J. THOMSOXN: We have reserves in
Claremont und Cottesloe which are of no use
as such. If they were cut wp into bhuilding
blocks we could get money for them, not only
for tramway ecxtensions but for municipal
purposes. The money the Minister for Rail-
ways intends to spend on tramway extensions
to Como should be spent in Bunbury.

The Minister for Mines: Why not in
Albany?

Mr. J. THOMSOXN: I sghall show why it
should be spent in Bunbury. The most im-
portant thing we have to discuss in this
House is the question of finance. We mnst
find some way of raising revenue, or clzse we
must have increased taxation. Had the past
and pregent Governments been alive to the
situation, we should have had an inercased
revenue to-day, and very mueh more later on,
coming in from Collie coal.

Lieut.-Col. Denton: What about the Trwin
coal?

Mr, J.

That wouid be selling

THOMSON: That eould go to
Geraldton. There are large seams of coal at
Collie. That coal ecan be shipped at Bun-
bury, as cheaply, or perhaps cheaper than,
coal ean be shipped at any port in the Com-
monwealtl, Had it been locked after, there
is a market which will take at least two mil-
lion tons of Collic coal per annum, that is in
addition to the supplies already being sent
away. At Sourabaya, Bataria, and Singa-
pore there are three ‘of the largest ports in
the far East. We should be able to enjoy a
monopoly of the entire bunkering trade for
these ports, as well as of the snaller sur-
rounding ports.

Mr. Willeock:
briquettes?

Mr. J. THOMSON: Npg. Collie coal can
be carried with less risk than Newcastle coal.
I know what T am talking about. I know
the islands pretty well, and I know something
of the coal that is supplied to that part of
the world. In ecalorific value Collie coal is
far ahead of that supplied from Japan and
India to these markets.

The Minister for Mines: At what pnce?

Mr. J. THOMSON: During the war it
was selling at £7 10s. per ton. I had a lease
on one of the islands, and was in expectation
of making a good deal of money. 1 was
going to be a profiteer. I was in Franee at
the time. Unfortunately for me the Dutch
Government passed an Act that no foreigner
could hold land in the islands. My profiteer-

Would you make it into
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ing, therefore, fell to the ground. Through-
out the war coal was selling up there at £7
10s. a ton. To-day the price is £3 per ton.
We could enjoy a monopoly of the whole of
the coal consnmed there. I do not say that
the mincs or proprietors at Collie should get
all the profits, The Government conld onter
into contracts with the islands and supply
the coal, and could get it from the companies
with which they now trade, At the present
price of £3 per ton a profit ‘of at least £1
per ton could be made,

The Minister for Mines:
Stnte enterprise.

Mr. J. PTHOMSOXN: T am in favour of
such a State enterprise. Tf the Government
could make £1 per ton, or §s. per ton, why
should they not do it? At Bunbury we ought
te have a Newcastle, hecanse we are nearer to
the islands than any other port in Austraiia,

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Would the coal stand
long enough to reach there?

Mr. J. TTIOMSON: I hold no brief for
any of the Collie coal companies, neither do
T hold a share in any coal mine at Collie.
Before sending coal overseas, the Government
should sec that they do not send soft coal,
They must send the hard ¢oal and must send
sereened coal. If it is hard and screened, it
will stand the journey much better than
Japancse, ov Tndian, or island coal, and the
people up there would bhe only too glad to
get it.

The Minister for JMines:
do at Bunbury?

My, [J. THOMSON: We must extend the
harbour there so that ships ean ge in and
pick up the coal. We have Commonwealth
ships which could take the coal, or there are
ships to be had elsewhere. ‘When I was stay-
ing in Sourabayn there were at least 100 Ger-
man, Freneh, and other ships waiting to take
away the sugar output. Tf some of these
ships counld have gone to. Bunbury and bun-
kered coal, T think the owners would have
been glad to have sent them. At that time
coal was selling at £7 10s. per ton. Had we
adequate shipping facilities at Bunbury, this
couldd have been done. There are 200 men
idle at Collie. We ought to have 5,000 more
miners there than we have now. The Pre-
mier is always talking about production but
he pnly thinks of wheat or potatoes, Why
does he not undertake the production of coal,
from which the State can obtain revenuc?

Mr. Angelo: He is not a collier.

Mr. J. THOMSON: No, but as Premier
he ought toe go in for all things. It would
be wise if the Government were to send the
Minister for Mines to the islands, but it .

That would@ he a

What must we

“would ‘be bettet that the member for Collie

{Mr. Wilson) should aceompany him to ad-
vise him upon coal matters. There is rev-
enue awaiting the State in this direction, and
we ought to see that we get it, There should
be no unemployment in Collie. I am in favour

. of the wheat pool, but on condition that we

have the world’s parity. The Premier is al-
ways talking about people going on the land.
Te my mind too many people go on the land.
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He never thinks of finding a market for the
products of those people who go on the land.
If the wheatgrowers of Western Australia
think they are always going to have a Euro-
pean market and good prices, they are living
in a fool’s paradise. I have travelled through
the wvast wheat-growing areas of Siberia,
Russia, and Roumania. When Russia and the
other wheat-producing countries return to
normal econditions, the Western Australian
farmers will be unable to compete with them.

The Premier: They did o before.

My, J. THOMSON: At 3s. a bushel. Un-
der present conditions of living and wages
our farmers could never compete with them.
We ghould endeavour to secure the markets in
the Islands for we will not get the European
markets. It should be remembered that in
the Netherland-Indies and the Malay States
we have remarkably fine markets awaiting
vxploitation. In the Netherlands-Indies and
jn the Malay States a new race of people is
being born. The people are living aleng the
Jines of the same civilisation as we are. The
Portuguese went there hundreds of years ago
and were followed by the Duteh, and there
has arisen from the mixture of the races a
peeple who do not look npon Holland as their
home, hut rather upon the Netherland-Indies.
To give an instance to show what I meau; at
the hotel where I was staving there was a
family sitting at the same table, comprising
a hushand and his wife, with five daughters.
There were different types to be seen in the
faves of the ehildren—>Mongolian, Portuguese,
Duteh and FEuglish.

The Minister for Mines:
family?

Mr. 7. THOMSON: Yes. That will evi-
tdenee how the new race of people is being
horn there. After leaving Wwndham, a jour-
ney of only three dnys in one of the small,
slow steamers plying there, takes one to Sou-
rabayn. Teo give members some idea of the
wealth of Sourabaya, the mayor, who is
known there as the burgomaster, told me that
there were over 4,000 motor cars registered
within the munieipality of Sourabaya. There
were 12,000 gharries, that is, two-horse bug-
gies, registered within the municipality, and,
in addition, there are steam tramways which
could burn Collic coal. I would suggest that
the Government should send a man to in-
vestigate the position there. 1 do not say
that a Minister should go, but T do not want
a civil servant to be sent. I want o member
of Parliament to be sent on this mission.

Mr. Pickering: Suggest your party.

Jr. J. THOMSBON: I will not suggest the
memher for Sussex (Mr. Pickering}, bnt
rather the young and energetic member for
York {Mr. Latham). I would like to see the
Government send the member for York right
through the Malay States and the Nether-
lands Indies. T am certain that if that hon,
member was despatehed on this mission, we
would secure a market for Western Awustra-
lian Aour,

The Minister for Mines:
send the member for Sussex,

All in the one

I would rather

[ASSEMBLY.)

Alr, J. THOMSOX : I have something' later
on for the member for Sussex.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order!

Alr. J. THOMSOXN: Leaving Sourabaya, if
members proceeded to Batavia, which is o
one day’s journcy distant, they would see
restaurants and hotels which rank among the
finest in the world. Here, however, the Jup-
ancse come to the fore with Indian flour,
which is not nearly so good ns the Western
Auvstralian  artiele. Notwithstanding that
faet, the Japanese are able to swamp the
market. Yot in Western Australia we are
putting people on the land and finding neo
market for their products!

Mr. Angelo: Some of that Indian
was sold as Western Australion flonr.

Mr. Mann: 1 saw flour from Thomas &
Co.’s mills at Northam on the market there
20 years ago.

Mr. J. THOMSON: With regard to the
seltlement of the North-West, a Commis-
sioner has been appointed. I do not know
wity that appointment has Dbeen made. At
the end of last year I was in Queensland
and travelled through various parts of the
State with one of the Quecnsland Ministers.
T went through some of the sugar growing
distriets and I found there a lot of returned
soldiers who were doing much better on sugar
plantations with less work than are our re-
turned soldiers in Western Australia who have
been settled here and are engaged in whent
growing. ’

Mre. Troy: Yot with less work.

Mr, J. THOMSON: Yes, with less work,

Mr. Troy: I have dome it, and I do not
think there is lesa work in sugar plantations.

My, J. THOMSOXN: ‘There is less work,
particularly as these were on small areas.
We have Jand in the North-West' similar to
the land I saw in Queensland and in the
same latitude. There is o rainfall of about
40 inehes in both places.

Mr. Troy: But what about the time the
rain falls?

Mr. J. THOMSON: Tt falls here at the
same time as in Queensland. Tn addition we
have rivers where we can irrigate the land
a8 well, so that we do not have to depend
only upon the rain, There is nothing to pre-
vent men engaging in sugnr growing in the
North-West, and we should certainly have
men engaged upon that industry. While in
Queensland I also inspected banana and pine-
apple settlements. I saw unpwards of 200
returned soldiers, some of whom were
maimed, engaged in growing pincapples and
bananas. If the Government in Western
Australia had spent the £6,000 which was
thrown away the other day in Londen, in
putting some of our maimed men on holdings
in the North-West where fhey could grow
bananas and pineapples a Thetter result
would have been obtained. The Queensland
Government have also built a factory for
the purpose of eanning the pineapples, and
altogether, notwithstanding what we lear
about the Queensland Government, I say,

flour

.
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withont fear of contradiction, that the
Queensland Labour Government have done
more for the returned soldiers than all the
other State Governments put together.

Mr. Troy: Hear, hear! :

Mr, J. THOMBON: Regarding our rail-
ways, the Govermment should take into con-
sideration the advisability of using motor
traction for the outer lines. T have at present
a catalogue giving prices for railway motor
tractors. If we' had motor traction on some
of our railways such as the Port Hedland-
Marble Bar railway, where last year a loss
of £16,000 wus incurred, better reanlts would
bhe achieved.

The Minister for Mines: You are wrong
in your figures.

Mr. J. THOMSON: I am not wrong be-
cause I have the Government figures to quote
from. The catalogue shows that a railway
motor ear ean be bought for £750, and it will
carry 12 passengers and five tons of goods,
I contend that we should adopt the railway
motor cars for use on railways such as the
Port Hedland-Marble Bar, the Hopetoun line,
and on all railways beyond Kalgoorlie.

Mr. MeCallum: Did you inspect the Queens-
land railway motor car?

Mr. J, THOMSOXN: XNo.

Hen. P. Collier: The Queensland car car-
ries 40 passengers,

Afr. J. THOMSOXN:
the type of motor car which is used on the
railways in Ceylon, and there it earries 12
passengers and also takes five tons of goods.
On the Marble Bar railway instead of running
one train a week and losing £16,000 in a
year, if the motor car were used, a train could
be run every day and thus render much
greater service to the people living along
that line. Similarly on all the lines beyoml
Kalgoorlie, these motor cars could be used
and the adoption of this proposal would mean
that instead of losing thousands of pounds
per year, the railways there could he made

to pay.
The Minister for Mines: This is not a new
matter. The Government have already

orilered these cars and we expeet them to
arrive here any time now.

Mr. J. THOMSON : I mentioned the matter
two years ago. ‘There is a firm here who
could supply them within three months. Why
all this delay? If the Minister for Railways
recommends the adoptien of sueh a proposal,
it has to go to the Minister for Works, and
then to the Premier, then to the Minister
for Works, then to the Minister for Edn-

" eation—just as most things have to go—and
then it comes back to the Minister for Rail-
we-g and so it takes years and years to get
things done. These ears should have heen
bought two years ago.

Mr. Underwood: I advised similarly 10
years ago.

The Minister for Mines: I think it was 12
years age when T mentioned the matter first.

Mr. J. THOMSON : Dealing with the ques-
tion of loans, the State Government sho 1d

The catalogue shows
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have entered a very strong protest before the
Federal Government issued the mnew loan.
All the past war loans, with the ex-.
ception of money that the soldiers re-
ceived, was spent in the Eastern States,
and the Federal Government have drained
this State, the effect of which will be seen
it the State requires to raise a lean for its
own purpeses. We cannot stand this finan-
cial drain. Hagd the Federal Government not
sought this last lean, we should have en-
deavoured to raise a local loan for the elec-
trification of our railways from Midland
Junetion to Fremantle andt also for the rail-
way on the south side of the river. The
latter line was surveyed 10 or 12 years ago.
I believe every workman who has a little
meney would subseribe to sueh a loan if he
kunew that the money would be spent in the
way 1 have indicated. A tremendous amount
oi saving would be cffected if we had a
railway on the south side of the river so that
all our timber, wheat, and coal could be sent
to Fremantle over that ronte, and the electri-
fiention of our railways from Fremantle to
Atidland Junction could he carried out at the
siwe time to cope with the ordinary passenger
traftic. I would like to see the Government
tnke this matter in hand. So far as gold-
mining is concerned, if we were Jiving in
hiblical times, T would say that I would go
on the house-tops and proclaim my views on
this matter. No Government since the early
days of Coolgardie have done more to dis-
courage prospecting than the present Govern-
ment, and no Government have done more to
discourage old companies from putting their
reserve funds into new wmining transactions
than the Mitchell Government. I hepe that
when Sir James Mitchell goes to the Old
Country, and takes over that mansion at
Putney——

Mr. MeCallum: XNow we understand why
that expenditure was incurred.

Mr. J, THOMSOX: T hope when that hap-
pens that we will get a2 man as Premier who
has some sympathy with the mining industry

Land some sympathy with our second indus-
tries as well. Not only should we have a
greater population at Bunbury and Collie be-
causc of the export trade in coal, but we
should have iron works established in Bun-
hury as well. There are plenty of firms in
England and America who would certainly
erect iron works there if they were given any
encouragement. ¥ remember asking the Min-
ister for Mines to send a telegram to the
Premier requesting him to see the representa-
tive of Vicker’s Company who was in Mel-
“hourne inguiring into the question of estab-
lishing new irom and steel works in Australia.
The Minister for Mines sent that wire and
the Premier saw the company’s representa-
tive in Melbourne.  But the Premier knew
nothing about Yampi Sound; he did not know
anything to assist the representative of that
important firm, with the result that ne en-
couragement was given to the firm to investi-
gate matters in Weatern Australia. There
was a gentleman here a few months ago re-
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presenting one of the largest iron and steel
works in Ameriea. He brought a letter to
me from the Queensland Government. He
had been inspecting Yampi Sound. The
Queensland Government at that time were
talking about raising money in America to
establish iron works. The visitor had only
a day or two to apend here and he asked me
to introduce him to the Premier. I said, ‘‘Tt
is mo use going to the Premier. You might,
as a distinguished visitor, get a pass over
the railways to go down and see the potato-
growing lands of the South-West, or you
might get a pass to see the wheat belt.”’ He
asked wme then whether I would take him
along to the Minister for Mines. T replied,
‘“Good gracious’’—I belicve T said *‘Good
heavens’’ but it would not be parliamentary
to repeat that here—*‘the Minister for Mines
i3 away inspecting some new race of monkeys
in Adelaide.’” Here was a man representing
considerable capital! held by people who were
willing to invest it, endeavouring to get an
interview with Ministers of the Crown, and
we find those Ministers running all over the
country. 1 wish to say a ifew words in re-
gard to immigration. The member for Perth
(Mr. Mann) declared that he was in favour
of the Government's policy of immigration,
I am not in favour of the present system of
immigration. We are bringing out to this
country, men, nine-tenths of whom remain in
the eity.

Mr. Troy: That is not correct.

Mr. J. THOMSON: It is correct. We
have been bringing owt war widows, but the
Colonial Secretary informs me that a cable
has been sent to England instructing the aun-
thorities there not to send out any more. T
would like to give my experience with regard
to war widows. A elergyman rang me up in
Claremont and said, ‘‘De¢ you know that
there are two war widows here, both of whom
are starving; one has six children and the
other four’’¥ T replied that T was not aware
of the fact. I saw the two fawmilies subse-
quently and found that they were living in
one honse without any bedding or food ex-
eept what had been given to them. I got
into touch with the Colonial Secretary and
I must say that he acted promptly and also
that the money T expended was refunded
very soon. That is the class of immigrant
the Government have been bringing out—
widows with small pensions, not nearly
enough to keep them, The eldest of the
family of six was sixteen years of age, and
hie wasg so delieate that he was unable to do
the work at a job that 1T found for him in
Perth. The poliey which should be adopted
by the Government should he that of eclearing
the land and then we might get out im-
migrants from England, Seotland, Ireland,
France, Germany, and in faet every country
in Europe.

The Premier: Germany?

Mr, J. THOMSOXN: Yes, Germany, and
these people would be the class who would
know something about work in the conntry,
and they would not drift back into the towns.

[ASSEMBLY.]

We could get a good class from the south of
Spain who would be well adapted for the
far north of oqur State.

Mr. Underwood: The north is good enough
for the best.

Mr, J. THOMSOXN: I want to say some-
thing about the Civil Serviee, but not very
mnch, T have heen told that the Premier
has given instructions that those members of
the Serviee who went to the football match
the other day have had to suffer the infliction
of a fine for having left their work on that
afternoon, If that is the case, the action of
the Government was mean and petty.

The Premier: I gave no such instructions.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: Any person cm-
ployed by private enterprise wonld have had
to suﬁ'qr if he bhad absented himself without
permission,

Mr, . THOMSON: A number of the Min-
isters were present at the football mateh;
therefore why shonld not the members of the
Civil Service have been there as well? Mem-
hers of Parliament were also there. 1 sup-
pese the member for Rocbourne (Mr. Tees-
dale) will give back all the salary be drew
while he was locking nfter the London in-
terests of the member from Coolgardie.

Mr. Lambert: On a point of order; if
the hon. member states that the member for
Roebourne (A7r. Teesdale) was looking after
my interests while he was in London, he is
telling a deliberate lie.

Me, SPEAKER: The wember for Cool-
gardie mugt withdraw that remark,

Mr. Lambert: T merely stated that if the
hon. member said the member for Roebourne
wna looking after my interests in London he
is telling a2 deliberate lie.

Mr. Teesdale: He aid say it.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member must
withdraw the remark.

Mr, Lambert: T withdraw.

AMr. Teesdale: He said ity and it is a rotten
lie.
Mr. SPEAKFER: The hon. member must
withdraw that remark.

Mr. Teesdale: T have mueh pleasure in
withdrawing. it.

Mr, J. TITOMSON: Tt does not wmatter
to me whether those remarks are  with-
drawn. All the same it was a mean

and petty thing te ask that gquestion about

the «rivil servants attending the foothall

mateh, T desire to sav a few words about

our own Parliament, We have 80 members

in  Weatern Anstralia representing about .
330,000 people. These S0 members draw £400

cach per annum and for daing nothing,

Mr, T.ambhert: Speak for yourself.

Mr. Teesdale: 1 will give yon something
to go on with soon.

Mr. J. THOMSON: The Government
should bring down a Bill to reduce the num-
ber of members of this House to at least
half, while with regard to the Upper House
I would like to sce it wiped out altogether.

Opposition membera: Hear, hear!

Mr. Troy: Youn had better come over here
now,
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Mr. J. THOMSON: TIf I went over there
T would have to obey the commands of some
ontside body. With regard to the Upper
House, if it were not possible to abolish it
without an alteration of the Constitution, I
would reduce its numbers to about seven.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: You would have to
alter the Constitution to do that.

Mr. J, THOMSON: Then I would prefer
to wipe it out altogether. A few words now
with reganl to the Governor. 1 believe we
have in the person of the present Governor
one of the best men we have ever had in this
State, and T would like to see the powers that
be renew his term of office,
these shores, however, he should be the last
Governor to he appointed from abroad. We
have g retired Chief Justice and if he were
not available to fill the position, it counld be
amalgamated with the office of Chief Justice.
T thank hon. members for the patient henr-
ing they have given me. When 1 rose I did
not know whether I was on my head or my
heels.

Mr, Teesdale: That was very palpable.

Mr. J. THOMSON: 1If I have given
offence to any hon. member T give my assur-
ance that it was not intended. It is difficnlt
for a new member to gpeak with so mueh in-
terruption going on. Therefore T hope that
those who have been associated with this
Chamber in the past will remember that a
new member experiences a trying period when
he addresses the House for the first time.

Mr. UNDERWOOD (Pilkara) [5.40]: T de-
sire to congratulate the new members. There
are more new members in this House than I
have ever scen before on the opening of a
new Parliament, and in congratulating them
may I be permitted to say that I am some-
what gratified because the clectors of Pilbara
did not desire a new member, I wish to add
also with rerard to those who were with us
in the last Pa-linment, that they were very
good fellows, TIn this Parlinment we have
the first woman member of Parliament in
Australia. Tt always scemed to wme that
women having to obey the laws should have
the full rights of citizenship. I do not think
with many people, that we are going to have
any great alteration. Some people are under
the impression that there are going to be
great reforms and that we are going to be
made much hetter. As a matter of fact there
is really not much the matter with us, not
much to be reformed, and I will say for the
women of Western Anstralia that in electing
the member for West Perth, they have sent
uvs their best. -

Members:  Hear, hear!

Mr. UNDERWOOD:: I listened to the
Leader of the Opposition condemning the
Country Party for being controlled by outside
influences, and T heard the Deputy Leader of
the Country Party condemn the Lahour Party
for practically the same thing. So far as I
am personglly concerned, I have no eomplaints
to make. TIf being controlled from outside
suitg cither the Labour Party or the Country

‘When he leaves.
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Party, that will do me. So far as my own
conviction goes, I am certain that if we were
to entirely .abolish party politics Parliamen-
tary Government would be more effective
both in regard to legislation and administra-
tion.

Hon. T. Walker: How are you to do it?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: T stated that I wonld
be bound by no party. 1 was told that this
could not be done and T replied that T would
try it. All T have to say now is that T am
here with 49 aother members, and if all the
others tried similarly there would be 50 of
us in the position I cceupy te-day.

Hon, T. Walker: Then it would be a party
of no parties,

Mr. Corboy: In the present Parliament vou
have spoken as a member of the National
Labour Party.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I spoke for those
members elected as National laborists, and I
feel it an honour to be allowed to speak for
them. But let me explain that we have a
clear understanding among ourselves that
neither outside nor inside influences shall in-
terfere with an individual member’s judg-
ment., There are many things upon which we
agree—there are many things also about which
I agree with members on the Opposition side
of the House—but we have clearly laid it
down that if there be anything to which I
disagree, there is to be no expulsion; I use
my own judgment. Let me repeat that I be-
lieve we could do hetter work if all members
followed those lines. The hon, member who
has just sat down told the House of the great
possibilities of Collie ecoal. T agree with him.
But there is room for diserction in regard to
that eoal. T bave the evidence of the ebief
engineer of the ‘‘Kwinana,’’ which was burnt
by Collie coal, 2 man who has used more Collie
coal than any other chief engineer alive, He
assures me that there are three mines at Col-
lie, the coal frem which he would take all
aver the' world, while there are other mines
down there whose product is positively dan-
gerous. His trouble was that he could not
get the Collie coal he wanted. That evilence
can be secured at any time from Mr. Foster,
the chief engineer of the ‘‘ Kwinana.’’ When
considering Collic c¢oal, we have to remember
that there are two elasses of Collie coal, one a
good, perfectly safe ecoal, and the other dan-
gerous in use aboard a ship. I was pleased
to hear the Premier say he intended to make
an alteration in the naming of certain Gov-
ernment utilities, for long past referred to as
‘“trading concerns’’ and ‘‘business undertak-
ings.’’ When the Scaddan Government were
in office we had to withatand the eriticism of
the Press and the Opposition in regard to
the deficit we were compiling, which it was
said was owing to the State enterprises we
had established, We really went out of office
on those grounds.

Hon. W. C, Angwin: Monger said the same
to-day, before the farmers’ conference,

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Yes. I am now of
the impression that the Premier has a lot
more sense than has Monger.
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Hon. W. C. Angwin: I thought that a long
while ago.

My, UNDERWOOD: We find this posi-
tion: We had a pretty considerable deficit,
and the Opposition said it was owing to the
new State enterprises entered into by the
Seaddan Government. And when the new
Ministry came in and had a look at those
enterprises, they found that they were really
the only bright spot in the financial position.
And the enterprises entered into by the Scad-
dan Government constitute the only bright
spot in the finances to-day. The Premier
duly recogmises that, Tt is another care of
those who eame to scoff remaining to pray.

Hon, T. Walker, How do you spell that
word,—p-r-¢-y¢

Mr., UNDERWOOD: The hon. member can
spell it as he likes. T think it would be ap-
plivable both ways: They prey for offiee, and
they are praying for the success of thise en-
terprises. I desire to protest against the
mcthod by which the Statc enterprises are
officially pot before the punblic, What we
read in the ‘*'West Australian’’ every month
is the official report. The ‘‘Sunday Times’’
published an article showing that on three
tradine coneerns, the Wyndham Meat Works,
the State Steamship Service, and the State
Implenent Works, there was a deficit of half
a2 million last year.

The Premier: That is nonsense, of course.

My, UTNDERWOOD: If that is nonsense,
why publish it?

The Premier: We did not publish it

My, UNDERWOOD: There was nothing in
the ‘‘Sunday Times’’ article to show that it
was nonsense. It ecnsisted largely of debits
and eredits, and the average person wonld
take it seriously, and as being correct. T am
qnite sure that a rumber of members of Par-
liument accepted 1t in all serionsness—and 1
always elaim that members of Parliament
have considerably more knowledge.than have
pressman. The Premier tells ng it was non-
senze. T do not know how the trading eon-
eerns stand.

The Premier:
are here.

My, TINDERWOOD: Anyhow, if the Gov-
crnment publish anything at all, it is up to
them to publish it in such a way that the
ovdinary public ean read and understand it.
Hoie time ago there was aprointed a camou-
flager of figures. Apparently this was his
work. T read the figures relating to the
Wvywdham Meat Works, I read them verti-
cally, T read them horizontally, I turned them
upside down, I read them diagonally and
obliquely.

Mr. Pickering: And acutely.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: 1 went round the
baek of the paper and looked at them from
behind. Tf those figures were not deliberately
wmisleading, they were undoubtedly wost
stunid,

The Premier: Who put them npd

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The official eamou-
flager of figures.

The Premier; What did he get ont of it?

Most of the balance-sheets

Fund,

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. TNXDERWOOD. T do not kuow what
he ia jaid. T am glad to know that the Pre-
1 der irtendls to alter this sort of thing, We
have given contiderable concessions to the
FPruss on the onderstanding that it was am
edveational medium. So to pablish anything
in the Iress which is misi-ading, at least ve-
acts on the educational quality of the Press,
Apart from that, the great trouble we have
is the deficit. Many inquiries are made as
to the cause of that deficit. The Leader of
the Opposition stated the case correetly when
he said it was chiefly due to the over eon-
struction of railways, and other public wtili-
ties. As to whose fanlt it was, T think it
Legan about 1906, when the present Premier
first hecame a Minister, and when Newton
Moore was Premier. It started with the
light agrienhtural railways. I had to coitest
a couple of elections, fightiupg against exces-
sive horrowing, and enleavouring to prevent
the construction of railways ahead of settle-
ment. At that time a popular slogan was
“*railways ahead of scttlement.”’

Mr. O'Loghlen: ‘* A thonsand miles a year,
and a thousand pounds a mile.”’

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Our railways are still
ahead of settlement. At that time the
Labour Party had in its platform a plank
for restricted borrowing except for vepro-
duetive work returning interest and sinking
We fought the 1911 elections practi-
eally on that policy. But, when T arrived
here, I found that plank did not’ me-n what
il said. Our leader passed a loan authorisa-
tion of five million pounds in five minutes.

Hon. T. Walker: That was to meet old
debts.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: It was said that we
had to de it in order to honour the obliga-
tions of a previous Government, But that is
not correct. If we had not liked to spend the
matey, we heed not have done so. T remind
the hon. member that the Scaddan Govern-
ment anproved of the Esperance railwav,
but their successors did not build it. We
were no more bound than they to honour the
obligations of our predecessors.

Hou. T. Walker: They were morally boun:l
to build that line. It was political trickery
that prevented it.

My, UNDERWOOD: It is owing to that
““beinT morally bound’’ that we are in con-
siderable financial trouble now. It is of no
use owr going into the question of whose
fault it was. What we have to try to do, is
to get out of the Qiffieulty. The first pro-
position that strikes everybody, the Premier,
the late Premier, the Leader of the Opposi-
tion, all who speak on the subject, is in-
ereased production, If we conld get suffi-
cient produetion to keep onr public utilities
fully supplied, our financial troubles would
he at an end. But that cannot be brought
ahout by merely being optimistie, or by the
waving of a wand. Tn the meantime we hove
to do something and that semething must be
eeonomy in administration. The Seaddan
Government were accused of extravagance.
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Since their successors took office expenditure
has been increased in “every department.
There ave one or two members of the present
Government who, I am convinced, have no
knowledge nhatever of the meaning of true
economy. The Minister for Education has
not the slightest idea of what ecomomy in
administration means, aud T am not too sure
about the Premier. himself. Let us congsider
some of the things that have Dbeen done.
When I speak of economy, I am referring to
those things which we can deny ourselves
without affecting production or the capacity
of our services, Tf we examine the adminis-
tration of the Government during the last
three or four years, we find that hundreds
of things have beeu done without which we
could have well pulled through. For 20.0dd
years we pulled through withont a London
residence for our Agent General

Hon. W, C. Angwin: That should not be
o cost to the State at all; it should be a sav-
ing.

My, UNDERWOOD: But it is a cost. We
could well have pulled through in that re-
speet until we got out of the present finan-
cial bog.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Or until the weather broke,

My, UNDERWOOD: Quite so, Some mem-
bers appear to have the fever, too, For 16
years the accommodation of this House has
snfficed and yet we find members asking for
tore raoms, and even for a conch for a rocm.
The Minister for Edueation told us we must
have cducational facilities in the .country dis-
triets, but that does not account for build-
ing a gymnasium at the Perth Modern School.
We have pulled through for 15 or 16 years
without a g’)mnaeium and yet a couple of
thousand pounds is now hemg expended for
this purpose.

Hon. P. Collicr: A couple of thousand
pounds! [t must be very elaborate.

My, UNDERWOOD: Yes, it is a modern
one. Having done without that gymnasivm
for 15 vears, we conld have deferred it until
we had halaneedl the State ledger. Our duty
is to balance the ledger.

Hon, P. Collier: We could have done with-
out the consolidated school for a year or two.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Yes, and withoat the
Fdueation ¢lommission which came here to
whitewash the Director of Education and to
glorify the Minister.

Mr. Teestlale: Members asked for a Com-
mission.

Mr. UNDERWQQD: We asked for a com-

mission eof inquiry, but we did not ask that

there should he brought from New South
Wales n man whose methods we were follow-
ing and who, had he giver any other decision,
wonld have been condemmning his own admin-
istration, To bring Peter Board here to sup-
port his own administration in New South
Wales must have cost this State a thounsand or
two. These are only little circumstances in
the methods of the Government. Again,
there is the Civil Service, During the last
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four or five years it has been stated in this
Jlouse that we require an alteration of the
Public Service Act, and close administration
in the service. The Premier said that Minis-
ters eould not manage trading eo:ecerns and
could not look after the details of depart-
ments,

The Premicer: T 4id not say that.

AMr. UNIERWOOD: I agree with the Pre-
micr to a limited extent. Ministers cannot
possibly have technieal knowledge of ali the
activities of their departments.

The Premier: T said of trading concerns.

Mr. GNDERWOQOD: But it is the duty of
a Minister to see that he has men on whom
he can depenit. The secret of success in all
great uwndertakings and in all business lies
in the choosing of men to do the work,

Hon. W. C, Angwin: You know that the
Minister has not power to do that. ]

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I know the Govern-
ment have not that power. Will this Parlia-
ment give them that power?

Hon. P. Collier: They have never asked
for it.

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: On the first occasion
I spoke in this House I said the Civil Ser-
vice system was wrong, The appointment of
a Public Service Commissioner might be all
right in its way, but over and above tho
Public Service Commissioner should be the
Ministers. I think I expressed it in these
words, ‘*We do not mind the Public Service
Commissioner being underground boss, but
the Minister should be general manager.’’
Ever since we have continued to run on the
same old lines, It is not sufficient to sit down
and say, ‘‘We cannot do this or that beeause
we have an Act and must obey that Aet.’’
The Government know that they have the
power to amend the Public Service Act.

Hon. T. Walker: Then the Civil Serviee,
would objeect to a man.

Mr, UNDERWOOD: T wish to reiterate
my statement- that we should have power to
dismiss civil servants. If that power is de-
nied us, we shall not get an efficient eivil
serviece, Even under the existing Act we
might do better than we have Peen doing.
(‘onsiderahbly better results might be obtained
by close administration on the part of Min-
isters remaining in their offices, instead of
travelling all over the place. I do not object
to Ministers travelling on business, hut T
agree with the member for Claremont (Mr.
J. Thomson) that the Minister for Mines
111ight have been doing infinitely better work

o his office than Judgmg monkeys in Ade-

laide.
The Premier: You know that Mmlsters have
always travelled.
My, UNDERWOOD: I know they are al-
ways travelling, and in this respeet I think
the present Ministers are worse than their

predeeessors.
The Premier interjected.
Mr. UNDERWOOD: T hope the Premier

does not intend to go to London too soon;
that residenee in Putney is not available
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The Premier said that Ministers covld not
eontrol the trading concerns. Let us con-
sider the case of Mr. Bennett, a man who
had never been to sea exeept as a passenger,
but who was sent to England at a cost of
£900 odd to advise the naval architects on
the construction or in regard to the purchase
of ships for the State Steamship Serviee.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: What was done with
the money? It did not cost that much.

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: He took a new wife,

Hon. T. Walker: Had he an old one?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Yes, he left his old
one in Fremantle. It is not necessary for the
Minister to knew the details of running ships,
brt it is necessary for him to see that a man,
sent to England to eonsult with naval archi-
tects on the building or purchasing of ships,
possesses some sea-going qualifications, When
he requires a man to advise in connection
with the difficulties of navigation on the
North-West coast, he should send a man who
hag been on the North-West epast. The Gov-
ernment, however, sent to England to consult
with naval architects a man who had never
been to sea exeept as a passenger, and who
searcely knows which end of a sghip the rud-
der is on. When the Government do such
things as this, we cannot wonder that we
are slipping back. We lave been told that
Mr. Bennett advised with regard to the alter-
ations to the motor ship ‘‘Kangargo.’’ - All
I can say regarding the *‘Kangaroo’’ ig that
the Government have wasted good money and
spoilt a good ship.

Mr. O7Loghlen: What is his profession?
What has he been doing in late yeara?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: He was originally
working in a brick-making machinery works
in England, and for the last 15 or 20 years
he has been an engineer in the employ of the
Fremantle Harbour Trust.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Works manager.

My, UNDERWQOD: Yes, under Me. Car-
ver, He helds no ticket, not even a jonrney-
man fitter and turner’s ticket. The ‘‘Ean-
gargo’’ i a first class ship. If the Govern-
ment who bought the ‘‘Kangarco’’ had been
in offiee when the war terminated, they would
have sold her at a price which would have
been highly profitable to this State. R

Mr. O'Loghlen: And got ancther one in
her place,

Mr. UNDERWOOD: They conld have got
two.

Honr, P. Collier: It was a mistake not to
accept the high price offered.

Mr. -UNDERWOOD: Having missed that
opportunity, we have to eonsider what we
are going to do with the ‘‘Kangaroo.’! She
is one of the finest eargo boats which has
entered the pert of Fremantle, but to at-
tempt to make » passenger ship of her is
only messing with her and courting failure.
A draught horse is one of the most useful
animals that man employs

Mr. O’Loghlen: But he could not win a
second clags plate.
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Mr. UNDERWQOD: He could not win a
third elass plate.® I was about to say it
would be useless to coter sueh an animal for
the Melbourne cup. The ‘‘Eangareo’’ is a
first elass vesscl as a trading ship but utterly
useless as a passenger boat.

Sitting suspended fram 6.156 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Before tea I was
speaking with regard to the motor ship
““Kangaroo.”’ The State Steamship Servieo
will make a very serious mistake if they at-
tempt to ‘run that ship on the North-West
coust. T do not intend to go further into the
matter now, but I should be glad to sce the
Minister controlling the State Steawmship Ser-
vice and to give him my reasons for making
that statement. I say without hesitation that
if we attempt to work that ship en the
North-West coast, there will be nothing but
trouble and anxiety while she is in those
waters, Turning now to the finanees, I am
reminded that the Supply Bill was opposed in
this Chamber, T did not vote to decrease sup-
plies; but I desire to make this elear, that if
the Government will not ent dewn their ex-
penditure, then Parliament must do it. If the
Leader of the Opposition comes along again
with a propesal to eut down espenditure, T
will support him unless the Government give
me an assnrance that they themselves will cut
it down, I go further, and say that if T sup-
port the Opposition in cutting down expendi-
ture and that means a change of Government,
then, so long as the Opposition will try to
exercise strict economy, I shall give them
my salid support.

The Premier:
I suppose?

Me. TNDERWOOD: T will support any
Government making a serious attempt to ent
down the State'’s expenditure, erdeavouring
to bring our expenditure somewhat near to
our receipts. Any Government in power will
have to try to do that, or they cannot keep
my vote,

The Premier: We have tried tc dn it

Mr. UNDERWOOD: But Ministers have
made sueh a bad job of it,

The Premier: No.

Mr, UNDERWOQOI: Thz hon. gentleman
has a larger deficit than anybody clse has
had,

The Premier: No, T have not.

Me. UNDERWOOD: T have only one other
complaint to make regarding the Government.
It seems te me that there is no policy, no
decision—that we are just drifting, The
Stute Steamship Service is one of the con-
cerns which emphasise that faet. For the last
two or three years I have said that we ought
either to make it a good service, or else get
rid of the service—one way or the other. As
things are to-day, the service is not good. 1
do not think the Government are ever likely
ta get boats cheaper than they ean get them
to-day.

The Premier:

Cut down right or wrong,

You are wrong there.
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Mr, TNDERWOOD: A month or two
buck ships were selling at abont £10 per
ton. .

Mr. Pickering: But yon would not sug-
gest buying another ship that has not been
built for the requirements of the trade?

Mr, UNDERWOOD: I would not suggest

buying ancther ship that is not suvitable fov
the trade. However, I repeat my suggestion
that we cither make that a good service, or
turn it up.
" The Premier: I entirely agree with you,
but boats are far too dear at present. Tt
would cost £450,000 te buy a ship suitable
for that trade.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Why did the Pre-
mier send Mr. Bennett to England?

The Premier: To advise our people there,
Why did not you try to do something your-
" self?

Mr, UNDERWOOD: T triel. Did I not
leave office? Did I not resign? I shall take
another opportunity of speaking on the State
Steamship Service and saying what is re-
quired, Now I would like to have a word or
twa regarding the wheat pool. In my opinion,
it is not worth while in erdinary cirenmstances
to discuss pending legislation on the Address-
in-reply; but as this is a most important
question, and one that must be settled in the
course of the next few weeks one way or the
other, possibly it would be well for the Gov-
ernment to know the opinions of members be-
fore bringing down their Bill. T think almost
every member of the House is in favour of
a wheat pool of some deseription; but it is a
guestion of contrel, and it is alse a question
of "the consumers of wheat getting a fair
deal.

Mr. Mann: Hear, hear!
Mr., TNDERWOOD: The member for

South Fremantle (Mr. MeCallum) pointed
out that the State gave very considerable con-
cessions to wheat growers and agrieulturists;
but among the roncessions that he did not
wention is the faet that we have about three
million peunds of loan money invested in the
development of agriculture. We keep up a
fairly large Department of Apgrieulture.

Hon. P. (tollier: There are 21, millions ot
money in the T.A.B, alone.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: T am leaving out the
Industries Assistanee Board. We maintain
a fairly large Agricultural Department and
pay many experts to assist those of our peo-
ple who are pursuing agriculture.

Mr. Latham: You wmean the State does,
do you not?

‘Mr. UNDERWOOD: The State, the people
of Western Australia as a whole. In doing so
we are wot, in myx opinion, paying any snmpli-
ment to the wheat grower. The provision
made in this resveet is o natural one, hecause
it is most desirable that we as a people
silouad produce whant ar least suflicient in
quantity for our own consumption. It is most
desirable that we should not be dependent on
other eountries to supply us with the staff cf
life. So that whatover we hpve done in the
way of developiug agriculturs and the pro-
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duction of wheat has not been merely for the
benefit of the growers, but nas bein a pro-
tection for ourgelves, for our cummunity as a
whole. Having said so much, l«t me 1dd that
the community expect a fair Jdeal tromn the
wheat growers. When we come to speak of
the wheat pool, we want to kmow what sort
of o pool it is to be. The New Ssuth Wales
wheat growers carried by a larze majority
a vote in favour of a eompulsory wheat pooul
controlled by the wheat growers. 1 am pre-
pared to give our growers that, providing that
we have not to guarantee any udvance. Al-
lowing that the wheat growers are going to
finance themselves, I am prepared to give them
a pool and let them bave the whole manage-
ment of it. T was in Cabinet for some time
Auring the existence of a wheat pool, and I
can well understand the position of the Pre-
miers of Vietoria and South Australia, who
turned down a wheat pool. I can state that
the greatest trouble the Cabinet of which I
was a member ever had consisted in the com-
plainta of the Primary Produeers’ Associa-
tion, in the attempts of the executive of that
agsociation to get absolute eontrol of the pool
whilst we, on behalf of the people, were guar-
antecing the momey. Our Minister control-
ling the Wheat Pool, Mr, Baxter, was called
up again and again by the Primary Pro-
ducers’ Association, His presence was de-
manded at a conference of primary pro-
ducers; his presence was demanded at the
mectings of the executive of the Primary
Producers’ Association.

Hon. P. Collier: His sealp was demanded
eveatually,

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I do not know whether
it was demanded, but they got it eventually.
If we are guaranteeing any money at all,
then we are going to have a full share in
the countrol of the pool. I care not for those
university professors whe warn us against
““glithering down the slippery slope of poli-
tieal s—pervision.’’ Tt seems to me sound
economically and logieally that if we, the
répresentatives of the people, put in  the
people’s money, we should see that that
money is properly spent. That may not be
political ceonomy as taught at the universi-
ties, but it will de for an ordinary bushman.
Tf, on the other hand, the growers get no
guarantee, there is only one thing we want
to guard against, and that is the whent
growers charging unduly the Western Aus-
tralian eonsumers. (m hrhalf of the cou-
sumers I have to say that the last wheat pool
hag given us o very bad deal. I am getting
old, and I do not like to refer to bushraug
tug or burglary or anything like that; but T
will say that the last wheat pool, in charg-
ing us 9a. per bushel while wheat was being
sold in Furope for 7s, gave the consumers of
this country a very rotten deal.

Mr. T.atham: Will you tell us about prices
in the previows yenr?

Mr. TINDERWQOD: I am not worried
about the previons year, We have spent a
lot of money—and wisely—in order to pro-
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duce wheat in this country; but, havieg pro-
duced it, we, the people of Western Aus-
tralia, are entitled to get it at a reasonable
price. We have been paying 98 a bushel for
wheat.

Mr. Johnston: The price has been 14s. per
bughel in Italy.

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: I say that if the priec
in Europc was £9 per bushel, we are not ealled
upon to pay 9s. per bushel for it here. If
there happens to be a shortage in Russia, or
a shortage in Canada, or a shortage in the
Argentine, that is no reason why we in West-
ern Australia, who have a surpluos of wheat,
shouvld suffer for the shortage in some other
country.

The Minjster for Agrieulture: But suppose
we had a shortage here.

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: Then we should have
to suffer, and do the best we could to get
wheat from where we could. But when we
have a surplus of wheat lLere, we are entitled
to obtain our wheat requirements at a fair
price. We should put into the Bill a clause,
which I believe would be ecarried, allowing
for world’s parity, with a maximum for local
consumption. The member for South Fre-
mantle (Mr. MeCallum) spoke of the cost
of production. We can get over that in an
casier way.

Hon. P. Collier: By fixing the price our-
selves, .

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Yes, and putting it
into the BiR that we will have the world’s
parity with a maximum limit of somewhere
about 7s. a bushel. T would also be prepared
to pof in the minimum price.

Hon. P. Collier: Why not make it a fixed
price?

Mr, UXDERWOOD: Yes, and pay that
right through. Seven shillings a bushe) is too
high. . C

The Minister for Agriculture: Why not
have your own way altogether3-

Mr. GTNDERWOOD: I am pgoing to have
some of my way. I represent the people of
Pilbara.

Mr. Pickering: The beef buceaneers.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: My eclectors do not
intend to pay more for wheat in Western
Australia_than it is sold for in Europe.

Hon. W, C, Angwin: The British Govern-
ment fix the price not to exceed so mueh a
bushel.

My, UNDERWOOD: We could do that.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The overseas rates
are not to exeeed 93s. a quarter,

Mr, UNDERWOQD: We can deal with the
Bill when it comes down., It is perhaps ad-
visable that members should give some idea
of what they do want. The Bill T
want would place a minimum limit on what
could be charged for wheat to the Western
Australian consumer. We have heard a
good deal about communism and the abolition
of capitalism, both private and State, and
the management of industries for the benefit
of those who are working in them. It would
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be advisable to postpone the consideration
of anything of that description until we see
how Russia gets on in the trial. If Russia
makes a suecess of it o doubt Australia will
follow. 1f Russia fails we will not follow.

Mr, Davies: She has admitted her failure,

Mr, Lambert: According to some of the
papers which support you she has,

Mr. UNDERWOOD: 1 do not care whe-
ther it is a suecess or a failure. If it is a
snceess [ should be pleased for uot only
Russia but this country to follow. If it is a
failure we will aveid it,

Hen. P. Collier: Very ecantigus!

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Notwithstanding the
small diffienlties we appear to have here, such
a3 the five million deficit, and high taxation,
the greatest problem facing Australia, not
only Western Australia, is the peopling of the
North, 1 am compelled to admit that the last
two years or so have been a disappointment
so far as the development of the North is
concerned, We have o great many advisers
regarding that portion of the State.

Hon. P. Collier: We have a Minister and
a Commissioner for the North-West,

Mr. UNDERWQOD: That is so. We have
Mr. Miles advoeating a 20-million railway, a
Minister engaged in a publicity campaign,
and we have the Federal Government putting
on an alr mail service. Again, we have the
Minister speaking of opening up new pro-
vinees. That is all very fine and spectacular.
1t would be much better to develop the pro-
vinees we have already opened up before en-

gaging in the opening up of new ones, We
can let the publicity campaign go, It will

not do any harm, The flying service, at a
eost of £25,000 a year, will, it is said, re-
lieve the isolation and Dring people nmearer
to civilisation.

Hon. P. Collier: And pay the interest on
couple of ships.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Two good ships would
do infinitely hetter work than could be done
by the expenditure of £50,000 a year in an
air servicee We are not troubled much along
the coast, where those ships would geo, in re-
gard to mail communication. We have the
wires and the wireless. We get a daily buile-
tin of what is happening throughout the
world in all these towns, What we most re-
quire, and what would save mueh property
and often human life, are telephones inland
from the ports. If the Federal Government
have £25,000 a year to spare, my advice to
them on behalf of the North-Westers, would
be to devate the money to a telephone service.
That would bring these iselated places nearer
to civilisation. They are always giving us
something we have not asked for, No onc in
the North-West has asked for an air mail
service, but for the last 10 years we have
been begging the Federal Government to re-
lieve those people, who are prepared to pnt
their own money in to getting a telephone
service, of the extraordinary expense and ra-
strictions to which they have been subjected.
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Mvr, Lambert: That would not suit the brass
hats in Melbourne.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: That is not suifici-
ently spectacular, whereas an airship is good
for platform purposes. The most important
thing I know of is the peopling of the North-
West. I thought when we established meat
works at Port Darwin and Wyndham we
were getting on. We find that both of these
works are now closed down. We have been
told that thcy were closed down because of
the lack of shipping. That has been said
again and again. Even the Minister in charge
of the State steamship scrvice said it by way
of interjection the other might. It is «a fal.
lacy. The reason why the works arc closed
down is that they camnot continue under the
present wages and working conditions.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The Premier said he
had stocks there now for sale.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I will give the House
a few figures I have obtained from the State
steamship service. The service runs a boat
oceasionally to Darwin, T asked for the cost
of taking the cargo out of the ship. The
figures I have are for stevedoring only; they
do not take into account the keeping of steam
on the winches. They concern oniy the men
in the hold. As soon 23 the cargo is over
the rail of the ship the charges become a
wharfage matter. In February, 1919, we
took up 580 tons of freight and received
£950; the stevedoring cost £602, and the cost
per ton for stevedoring was £1 0s. 9d. On
the 25th May we took up 235 tons, the freight
came to £429, the cost of stevedoring to £236,
and the cost per ton was £1 0s. 2d. In Octo-
ber we took up 225 tons, the freight was
£530, the stevedoring £405, and the rate per
ton £1 163. In Dececember we took up 183
tons, the freight was £448, the stevedoring
charges £274, and the cost per ton £1 93, 7d.
In March, 1920, we took up 210 tons, the
freight was £534, the stevedoring £302, and
the cost per ton £1 8s, Bd. In June we took
up 92 tons, the freight was £245, the steve-
doring £1584, and the rate per ton £2. In
Aungust we took up 115 tons, the freight was
£287, the stevedoring £245, and the rate per
ton £2 2s. Gd. In Janvary, 1921—the latest
figures I have—we took up 112 tons, the
frgight was £276, the stevedoring £265, and
the rate per ton £2 7s. It has been said that
we cannot get ships to go to Darwin. It was
stated that Vestey Bros. eould not get a ship
to take 6,500 tons of coal to Darwin, I can
easily understand that. There were plenty
of ships, but no ship owner with a grain of
sense would attempt to send a ship to Dar-
win eontaining 6,000 tons of conl. He would
not know when he would get his ship un-
loaded. On the present rates it would cost
something like £16,000 to take that coal out
of the hold of the ship. Then there are the
men on the wharf in the trucks receiving the
coal, and it is then unloaded from the trucks
into the goods sheds. On these figures one
could not get a ton of stuff into Darwin or
ship it out of Darwin under about £5 a ton.
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Mr. Wilson: 1t would not cost so much to
unload coal.

Mr, UNDERWOOD: If the hon. member
would go up there he would think it would
cost a great deai more. The member for
Bouth-Fremantle {Mr. McCallum}) saya they
never slow down. If there is more than a
certain quantity of goods in a sling, the men
on shore stop work and have an argu-
ment. At Darwin it has occurred that ten
fifties of flour have been put into a sling—
a sling will carry that quantity—although
the regulations there provide for eight fifties.
The sling was duly passed ocut over the truck
and an attempt made to unload it into the
truck. The men in the truek said there were
too many bags in the sling and sent it back.
The men in the hold, when the sling was re-
turned to them, said they would not fll it up
again. They sent it up once more, and then
someone went off for the inspector fo settle
the matter. The agent ecame down and one
of the officers worked the wineh, The agent
took the surplus off and the men were then
willing to go on again. It must be borne in
mind that the men were on full wages while
the argument was going on.

The Minister for Agriculture: That is not
peculiar to Darwin.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: T am eoming South
later on. Under these conditions it is impos-
gible to work Darwin. When I was there the
worke were in full swing. The lowest wage
for an ordinary rouseabout was £20 and the
wages went up to £22 a fortnight. Why
should anyone pretend that the trouble lies
with the lack of ships? There seems to be
a systemw whereby 33 per cent. higher wages
are paid at Wyndham and Darwin than the
highest Queensland rates in meat works there.
It seems to be the regular thing to grant these
differential rates. Even in the railway award
which was recently delivered, we find that at
Port Hedland, where the living is as cheap,
if not cheaper, than in Perth, the men are to
receive 33s. a week more than the men in
Perth. [n addition to that, the men at Port
Hedland are allowed 12 days extra per year
for holiday lcave. T desire to put this peint
¢learly because the Government, so they say,
intend to start a forward developmental
roliey in the North; but rich as the North un-
doubtedly is, it cannot possibly pay 33 per
cent. higher wages than the rest of Austra-
lie. As a matter of faet, it is essential that
the wnges in the North should approximate
clogely the wages in the South. If that is not
so, the North cannot go ahead. Regarding
the Wyndham Meat Works, we have had
some inquiries and we have had a seleck edm:
mittee to consider matters in conneetion with
those works. The member for Sussex (Mr.
Pickering) has amnnounced his intention of
moving for a select committee to go into the
question again. 1 bope he will do so and in
view of his expressed intention, I will not
speak at so great a length on this matier as
I would otherwise do. It is certain, however,
that not only can we not pay the rates de-
manded for work at the Meat Works this
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year, but if we are to ecarry on those works
in the tuture, we cannot pay the 1920 rates.
There must be a considerable reduction in
those rates or the works cannct go on. There
must also be some better nnderstanding re-
garding the work that i to be given for
wages received. Let me give hon. members
an instanee to show what goes on at Wynd-
ham. While I was at that port, I noted the
incident I am about to relate. The stevedores
or lumpers were in the ship’s holds. There
were three holds working and there were six
men in each hold. The captain of the ship
eame along and in a hold saw one of the men
who was drunk. The man was so drunk as to
be a serious danger not only to himself but
to those working with him. The eaptain or-
dered the man out of the hold. There was
immediately a stop-work meeting, The three
gangs came up frowm the holds and discussed
the matter. After half an hour had been
spent in considering the matter, for which
period they received full pay, they decided
that they would let the man go away and
fleep off bis drink, that they would work
the hold with five men, and that ‘¢ the drunk’’
was to get full pay while he was asleep.
These are conditions as they obtain at Wynd-
ham. '

My, Lambert:
lumpers.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Tt is not peculiar to
anyone, but it is certain that the works cannot
be run under such conditions, There is ao
doubt that we must populate the northern
parts of Australia or take the risk of it being
populated by someone else. If white men
cannot work there, we muzt modify the White
Australia policy. It seems absurd to me to
contend that we arc going to have a White
Australia and yet claim that almost half of
our area is not it for white men to live in.
We will not allow anyonc else to live in
it. So far as the Trades Hall is concerned,
and the workera too, they must understand
three things. We can populate the North
with white people but such a task must be on
wages, hours, and working tonditions that
clozely appreximate to those in the southern
parts of the State. We can develop the far
North with indentured eoloured labour nr
we can take the vrisk of leaving it
empty. Those who elaim they require
37 per cent. more wames t{o work in
the North than in the South must, if
they desire to achieve that result, modify
their White Australia policy, and they must
consider the matter from a white Australian
point of view. There nre many misunder-
standings in regard to the North. We com-
plain at times of how the people in England
do not understand anything about Australia,
but the ignorance of Australian matters in
England is not nearly so great as the ignor-
ance of people in Perth, who shonld know
better, regarding the northern parts of West.
ern Australia. We have the Cowmmissioner of
Public Health, for iustance, talking about
sendi“g Dr, Bﬂ.lll\vil], who is hlqu'l'l'-
ing inte the hook-worm disease, up

That is not peculiar to
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North to investigate disease there and
to examine mosquitoes. If we desire to
examine mosquitoes why pass East Perth?
I will give the Commissioner my word that
he will find infinitely more mosquitoes in
Fast Pcrth than in the North. TFurthermore,
if we are to look for the (isease-earrying
mosquito, why not Jook also for that type of
mesquito down here? - What disease does the
Commissioner of Public Health know 'has
ever come from the North? As a matter of
fact, we have no discases there. I was quar-
antined when coming down from the North
hy steamer because there was a case of
dengue fever on board. At the same time
there were hundreds who died of pneumonic
influenza, which discase never went North,
Mr, Speaker will well remember that in the
carly days when the Coolgardie pgoldfields
opened up for some. time there were thou-
sands and tens of thousands of men of the
finest physique who ever came westl, who
died from typhoid fever. Even the smallest
eamp had the best possible sanitary arrange-
ments to prevent the cceurrence of typhoid
fever., On the other hand, I have known a
camp of 600 or 700 men running for two
years in the North without the first sugpges-
tion of sanitary arrangements and typhoid
fever was never known there. Yet the Com-
missioner of Public Health says he will send
Dr. Baldwin up North to look for moesquitoes
and diseases, ©+  If he desires to secarch for
mosquitoes and diseases he has a far better
chance of discovering both in Perth’ than he
will have in the North. I understand that
Dr. Baldwin is expected ‘to reach Darwin in
Tgnuary, but I guarantee that he will not
find 2 mosquito up North between now and
Liecember.

Mr. Lambert: They come south in the hot
weather.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The member for
Coolgardie (Mr. Lambert) was up North a
little while ago and T will guarantee that he
never saw o mosquito there. The fact remains,
however, that under present conditions the
industries of Darwin and Wyndham cannot
be continued. There ave other (ifficulties be-
sides wages and working conditions. There
iz one aspect regarding labour conditions
which has beeome absolutely dominant in the
North and that is, that officers in charge of
these Works cannot possibly dismiss anyone.
That is the gystem whieh has been adopted
and the Manager of the Wyndham Meat
Works (Mr. MeGhie) is always desirous of
doing nothing that will antagonise or create
dissension among the workers. The workers
can do anything at all; they ean work or
they can leave off. The outstanding feature
is that a worker cannot be dismissed or there
will be a strike. That is a somewhat similar
condition to that existing in connection with
the Esplanade Hatel Jt does not matter
how flagrant the breach is, the erganisation
declares that the manager of the concern
cannot dismiss anyone. Australia, neither in
the north of Western Australia nor elsewhere,
cannot continue under such eonditions. I
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claim that the North can be developed with
white Tabour and possibly I am the only
Parliamentary representative of the northern
areas who elaims that this is possible.  All
my ecolleagues favour development with in-
dontured coloured labour. I adhere to my
eontention that the northern parte of Aus-
trulia can be developed by white labeour, and
that being so, we must endeavour to get
people settled in those parts. The practice
of taking people from the South to do a job
in the North and to then take them back
South, is uo good. There is no doubt in my
mind that intense eulture is possible in the
North, but it will require some irrigation in
order to seeure the best results. There are
fine posgibilities ahead for anyone who is
prepared to embark upon these aetivities. A
man can have his holding and work on it.
Tor part of his time he may earn big wmoney
at shearing or at the Meat Works, and when
the work there is finished, he ean go back
to his holding and continue to develop it.
It is utterly useless to talk about close settle-
ment or intense culture unless we find & mar-
ket for the resultant produce and the means
or taking that produee to the market. Tf the
Government intend to go ahecad with their

proposition and settle the North, they will
hove to’ consider this aspect. As soon as
they attempt to put men and women

in the North and ask them to produce,
they must find markets for their produce
and ships te convey their produce to
these markets. TUnless that problem is solved
the Government will only be wasting money
by appointing secretaries and commissioners,
Apart from ecloser settlement, even if we
were to leave the North with but littie im-
provement on its present conditions, we re-
quire, not to open up new provinees, but to
develop those already opened up, to construet
harbonrs, to provide water supplies, and to
build short spur eleetric railways driven by
energy generated by the tides. But if it is
to be only a question of giving limelight
lectures and appointing a Commissioner and
a secretary to the Commissioner, and. letting
it go at that, well it wmeans wasted cffort and
a wastiog of the State’s money. T feel pretty
seripus on this question. I know that we
ean settle the North, and that those who go
. to the North will do well. Tt ia the best part
of Australia T have ever been in. When the
new classifieation of pastoral leases comes
into force, we shall receive something like
£100,000 per annum in land rents from pas-
toral lecases. - The leaseholders are improving
the land; they are not taking out the min-
erals, nor in other ways impoverishing it.
It would be only reasomable if half the money
derived from pastoral leases were earmarked
for developmental work on that country, just
as a certain amount of money received from
timber areas should be reserved for the de-
velopment of those lands. I repeat that,
unless the Government intend to go into this
matter thoroughly, and are prepared to spend
money judiciously, they had better leave well
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alone. In conelusion, I would like to say a
word in regard to Wyndham. The position
there is that many of the pastoralists—I am
not speaking now of the big pastoralists—
have for years worked like horses and lived
like dingoes in their endeavours to build
gtations. They have denicd themselves all
of what the normal young man regards as
pleasure. TUnless something is done those men,
after years of toil, will have to carry their
swags out of there. There are 30 000 bul-
locks in the vieinity of Wyndham which can-
not be treated. They are left in the bush
to die. .

Mr. Teesdale: To diet

Mr. UNDERWOOQOD: Of course.

Mr. Latham: When?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: In two or three years.
The hon, member should know that if you do
not get rid of your surplus stock, you be-
come overstocked, and not only those you do
not sell will die, but some others also, Here
again the Government ave drifting. They
do not know, they cannot tell the people of
Wyndham, what they are going to do. The
Government should decide within a week or
two whether they are going to run those
works next year, or whether they are going to
try to get a market and find ships for those
30,060 or 40,000 hullocks,

The Ainister for Agriculture: We are en-
deavouring to do that now.

Mr. UXDERWOOD: I should be pleased to
knew whether you intend to run the works,
or run ships.

The Minister for Agricultore:
thing about the works.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: You eannot run the
works and run ships, too. If you run the
works, the bullocks will be treated at the
works. You have to decide first, before you
start to do anything else, whether you are
going to run these works, Quee you devide
not to run the works, you can send your Com-
missioner to Java to see whether he can sell
bullocks. But you send him there without
knowing whether you will have any bullocks
to sell. It is the duty of the Government to
decide as soon as possible whether they are
going to run the Wyndham Meat Works next
year, and, if not, te endeavour to get mar-
kets, and ships to carry the surplus stock to
those markets.

I said no-

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
{Hon, H, K. Maley—Greenough) [8.21]: First
let me throw around a few bouguets. T
might be permitted to pay my personal re-
speets to the member for West Perth (Mrs.
Cowan). 1T congratulate her, as a fellow
Western Australian and a preduct of my own
district, on the very high honour she enjoys
in being the first representative of her sex
in an Australian Parliament. T should like
to extend to you, Sir, my congratulations on
your re-clection to the high office you oecupy,
and alse on the fact that, unlike many of us,
you had an wvncontested election in your con-
stituency. T wish to tender my thanks to the
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Leader of the Opposition for the very kindly
references he made to my promotion. The
capable and intercsting address of the hon.
member, taken in conjunction with the very
practical views of the member for North-
East Fremantie (Hon. W. C. Angwin) and
the well reasoned and sound address of the
member for South Fremantle (Mr. MeCallum)
are indiecative of the general desire of the
community that party faction shall not sep-
arate us altogether iu confronting the many
grave issucs awaiting our consideration, T
do not pretend that I have made myself au
fait with the ramifieations of the various
wheat poois, or with many phases of -adminis-
tration in connectmn with the Department of
Agviculture. - T am ende‘wourmg to acquaint
myself with those things which eoncern my
administration, The generous expression of
apinion voiced by the member for Boulder
(Hon. P. Collier) encourages me in the belief
that my experience in meeting for the first
time the cares and responsibilities of office
is not altogether dissimilar from hiz own.
I hope that my endeavours in the adminis-
tering of the Department of Agrieulture will
be froitfol of resuits. T am not going to say
anything to-pight in reoard to that depart
ment  because, when the annual Bstimates
come down, T shall be able to deal fully with
some of the various phases of its administra-
tion. I huave already taken the earliest op
portanity to give the shareholders in
the wheat pool some information in re-
gard to their affairs. T attended the last
meeting of the Australinn Wheat Board,
and on my return to this State T gave
the shareholders of the poel some
idea of their equity in the 1920-21 pool.
When my statement appesred in the Press,
the chairman of the Australinn Wheat Board,
Senator Rugsell, said the figures were not
official, and denied any responsikility in con-
nection with them. At the meeting of the
board which I attended, it was agreed that
any statements made by inlividual members
would be made on their own responsibility.
It was on that understanding I made that
statement. In my opinion the whole com-
munity is concerned in the operations of the
wheat pool. Knowing that considerable re-
sponsibility rests on the community in econ-
neetion with the initial payments to the far-
mers on delivery at sidings, and that through
the Agricultaral Bank, the Associated Banks
and the Industries Assistance Board, con-
siderable relief has been afforded the farm-
erg from time to time, while the funds neces-
sary for the development of the agricultural
industry have been readily furnished, I
frankly admit that the producers can-
not claim that they, and they alone, are con-
eerned in the pool. T wish to vefer to the
vexed question of the price of wheat for local
confumption, and to make this declaration
that T personally have never been in favour
of fixing the price of wheat for loeal eon-
sumption for a 12 monthly period.

Hon, P. Collier: It waa done with only oune
ohject.
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THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The only outcome of fixing the price for 12
monthly periods has been that the comsamer
:as had the better of the deal. There can be
no question on that point.

Hon. P, Collier: Not during this year; over
many years perhaps,

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
tven over this last year. When the price of
wheat for local consumption was fixed in
January, 1920, for the first 12 monthly
period at 7s. 8d. a bushel, it was aseertained
that the then overseas parity was equivalent
tn 8s. 4d. a bushel, but immediately after that
prrice was fixed, the market price of wheat
rose, and within two or three months we were
receiving for pareels of wheat 16s. a bushel
£.0.h, Fremantle.

Hon. P. Collier:
pareels,

THE MINTSTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Perhaps so, but that was indicative of the
vrice at the time. .

Hon. P. Collier: Tt represented a very
small proportion of the whole.

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
These are official figures. The overseas re-
nlisations for the 1919-20 pool have averaged
10s. a bushel f.o.b,, and the price of 7s, 8i.
fixed for local eonsumption gave -the coun-
sumer an advantage of 2s, 44, a bushel for
the whole of that 12 monthly period. When
the price for local consumption was fixed in
Januvary of this year, the overseas parity was
105, 6d, a bushel. The Leader of the Opposi-
tion will vealise that, during the whole of
the previous 12 months and in January of
this year, the overseas parity for wheat was
10s. a bushel,

Hon, P. Collier: I have never contended
that on the whole we have not had wheat at
lower than the overseas parity Quring the
war, but we should not have been called upon
to pay that parity.

THE MINISTER TOR AGRTCULTURE:
[ am referring to the period sinee the war.

TFor a few isolated small

Hon. P. Collier: The same argument ap-
plies.
Mr. Troy: Why aell to Germany at 7s. a

burhel and eharge our people Hs.?

THE MINISTER TOR AGRICTULTURE:
I will come to that. Bearing in mind the fact
that the overseas parity was 103. fid. a bushel
when the price was fixed in January last at-
fs. a bushel, the overseas realisations for the
whole poriod of the 1920-21 pool to date in
tespeet of the G6% million bushels exported
have averaged over 9s. a bhushel, Although
at the moment we have a considerable quan-
fity of wheat still on hand, some 25 million
bushels,—there is practically no movement
at the moment—I want to assure members
that the quotes for ecargo options reeeived

“here weekly tend to show that the futures

are again shg‘htly on the nerease. Our next
harvest comes in in December, and futures
and ontions are showing some three cents a
hushel above the quotes for November and
Octoher.

Hon. P. Collier: T hope that will be so.
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THE MINISTER FOR AGRTICULTURE:
It is so. The figures supplied to me go to
show that our net realisations on the 1920-21
pool, allowing for the fact that we still have
25 million bushels in hand, will amount to
approximately 7s. 8d. net, and those figures
are conservative. We have exported 66%
million bushels, which haye averaged over
93, 2 bushel, In face of those figures I cer-
tainly cannot follow the argument that the
congumer is suffering to anything like the de-
gree represented by the Leader of the Op-
position and his colleagnes. The consumer
during the previous 12 monthly period had
the hencfit of a margin of 25 4d. in his
favour, and for the period of the present
pool to date he has had a margin of 2d. a
bushel in his favour on the export basis. On
more than one occagsion the Leader of the
Opposition haa stated, and the remark was re-
peated by the member for Sonth Fremantle
the other night, that the price of wheat for
loeal eonsnmption ought to be fixed at the
cost of production plus a reasonable and gen-
erouns profit to the producer. The cost of pro-
duetion, 1T presume, would be based upon the
Rural Workers’ Union demand or the trade
union demand for the rural industry,

Hon. P. Collier: Not on their demands;
on the existing rate of wages.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The Leader of the Opposition also favoured
a reasonable wage for the producer’s family.

Mr. Pickering: A gencrous margin of
profit,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Quite so. I do not know how members in-
tend to arrive at the cost of production, but
it secems almost impossible to compute what
the cost of wheat for local consnmption
wonld be.

Hon. P. Collier: An estimate has been made
in Vietoria and New Sonth Wales, and a very
close one too. They can compute it to
within one penny.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Al T have scen during the last two years re-
garding the roral industry has been the de-
mand by the Rurali Workers’ Union of New
South Wales for o wage of £4 a week and
keep for children under 18 and £6 a week and
keep for harvest hands.

Hon. P. Collier: Tribunals every week fix
the cost for commodities which are mueh
more intricate.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
These demands are hased on a working week
I wish to give my_owp_exper-
ienge, T have worked during the harvesting,
delivering, sceding, and fallowing periods
from 3 o'clock in the morning to 8 o’clock
at night, without intermission. except for
meals. If it is intended to apply a system
of 44 hours work a week to an industry
which is absolutely controiled by seasonal
and eclimatie conditions, and base the cost
of produetion on that, all T can say is that
consumers will have to pay a thundering
sight more for wheat than they have ever
dreamt of paying.
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Hen. P. Collier: I did not say anything
about a 44-hour week. 1 said the price should
be based on the cost of production.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
This iz one of the demands of the hon, mem.
ber’a organisation.

Hon, P. Collier: But the cost of producing
is governed by the wages paid and the hours
worked at the time the article is produced. -

The MINISTER IFOR AGRICULTURE:
The Leader of the Opposition and the member
for South Fremantle raised their hands in
holy horror at the thought of us selling wheat
to Germany.

My. Corhoy: No, for selling it to Germany
below the price charged here,

Hon. P. Collicr: T have not objected to
you setling wheat to Germany,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The only function we have to perform is that
of selling the wheat. I do not care whether
it is sold to yellow, black, brown or brin-
dle—

Alr. Corboy: Neither do we.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Provided they can put up the necessary
money or provided they are prepared to pay
for any aceommodation they might require.

‘Our sole duty is to sell wheat, and there is

no sentiment about the business.

Hon. P, Collier: It is not your duty to sell
it at a cheaper rate to those people than to
your own people.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
But I ask the Leader of the Opposition to
consider what it has cost the Germans.

Hon. P. Collier: That is beside the ques-
tien.

Mr. Pickerin~: Tt is not our concern,

Mr. Wilson: You did not say that during
the war,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The normal value of the mark was about
20.4 to the pound sterling.

Mre. Corboy: It is o question of what we
are getting out of it, not what they are pay-
ing.

The MINISTER POR AGRICULTURE:
On the day of the sale the mark had depre-
ciated to 243 to the nound sterling, and to-
day it is down to 283. That is to say, the
rate of exchange against Germany amounts
to thirteen times the original basis of sale,
and members ecan compute for themselves
what Germany is paying for this wheat. It
would be ronghly thirteen times 7s. a bushel
in addition to the freight, so that this whéat
must have cost the consumer in- Germany £4
or £5 A bushel.” - o =T s e

Hon. P. Collier: That is not the peint. Tell
us what the producer here received from the
sale of this wheat to Germany.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The hon. member said the producer; surely
he means the consumer,

Hon, P. Coflier: No, was not the producer
here getting 7s. 7d. a bushel?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The hon. member has drifted from the con-
samer to the producer.



]
=
o

Hon. P. Collier: That is the point.

Mr, Corboy: The Minister bas become very
considerate as regards the Germans all of a
sudden.

Hon. I. Collier: The producer reeeived 7s.
7d. a bushel and ryou were selling wheat to
onr own people at 9. a bushel

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
T have heard no complaints from the grower
in consequence of that. The only comiplaints
have emanated from the hon. member.

Hen. I. Collier: You go out among the
consumers 2 little and you will hear ocom-
plaints.

The JMINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I was among 300 or 400 of them this after-
noon and heard none.

Hon. P, Collier: You might have heard
them from your own side of the House this
afternoon.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURLE:
I did not hear them. I think it is time some
infermation was zeeorded not only to share-
holders ot the pool, but to the eommunity in
general with regard to the antieipated reali-
sations of the various wheat puols. On the
24th of this menth, when the next meeting of
the Australian Wheat Board will be held, it
is definitely expected that the first pool, 1915-
16, will be wound up. I have a set of figures
which will show the House and the pub-
lic just what the approximate estimate
of tlie realisations of the various pools is.
I want hon, members to understand that these
figures arc on a conservative basis, and that
they arc only approximate: we do not at the
present moment know just where the cut-off
in the various pools is, or what the distribu-
tion or separation is going to be. I desue
to give these figures not only for the henefit
of the House, but generally for the benefit
of produrers, who are interested in the pool.
For the 1913-16 pool the payments made, less
freight, amounted to 4s. 4%4d. per bushel;
and there is a possible further payment on
that pool of 14d. per bushel. For the 1916-17
poa! the payments made, less freight, amount
to 4s. 1v5d. per bushel, with a posasible fur-
ther payment of 1d. For the 1917-8 pool the
payments amount to 4s. 9d., with a possible
further payment of 2d. For 1918-19 the pay-
ments are §s. 2d., with a possible further
payment of 2d. For 191920 the payments
are 8s. 6d. with a possible further pay-
ment of 5d. As regards the 1920-21 pool,
the total of payments to date has been 6s.
3d. net, and therc is a possibility of a further
realisation of 1s. 53. In the consideration of
these pools, which will probably be finalised
within the wext two or three months, when
the payments will be made, account has to
be taken of the allocation to this State of
its proportion of wheat supplied to New
South ales, Queensland, and Tasmania.
Last week I took the opportunity of laving
upon the Table of the House all papers con-
nected with what is known as the sale of
wheat to New South Walea, In this respect
the separation of the 1919-20 pool will be
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materially affected. The supply of wheat to
New South Wales was drawn from more than
one pool; but if only a proportion of it had
been taken out of the 1919-20 pool, the net
realisation from that pool would be consider-
ably more. I do not know swhether hon. mem-
bers will be at the pains of reading through
the voluminous files laid on the Table in con-
neetion with the sale of wheat to New South
Wales, but I may say that my opinion, after
an exhaustive examination of everything con-
neeted with the matter, is honestly and ean-
didly that this State is in honour hound and
committed to supply the whent to New South
Wales on that basis.

Hon. P, Collier: We said that at the time.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
There i8 no question whatever about it.

Mr. Troy: You humbugged the people by
saving that it was uot so.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Who said it was not so?

Mr. Tvoy: Your Government.

Hon, P. Collier:- I told you last year that
we were in honour bound to make the sup-
ply. And Coiebatch made the eontract.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Mr. Colchatch, when he was in lMeclbourne,
said it naturally followed that we must sup-
Dy New South Wales if the rest of the
States did so.

Hon. P. Collier: It is gquite clear that we
were committed to supply New South Wales.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Not exactly eommitted to supply New Sonth
Wales, but only to get the best paossible price.
When Mr. Colebateh attended the conference
of January, 1920, the only objection raised
to the supply of wheat to New South Wales
was that, while we were guite prepared to
supply that State with its own legitimate re-
quirewnents for local consamption, we were
not prepared to supply the State with wheat
to maintain its export flour business at our
expense. Are hon, members prepared to ad-
mit—leaving New South Wales ont of the
quostion altogether—that we wounld supply
anybody with wheat at a price? v

Mr, Pickering: Yes, at a price.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes, at a price. That was the intention of
the pool.

Mr. Troy: We objected to the humbugging.
For months the Goverument of this State
carried on a useless correspondence over the
matter.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The only humbugging was as regards the
Minister controlling the Wheat Scheme. That
Minpister’s colleagues certainly gave him a
fair and reasonable opportunity to make good
his assertions. I think the hon. member in-
terjocting is prepared to admit that.

Mr. Troy: Admit what?

The MINTSTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I cannot keep on repeating what I have =aid.

Mr. Troy: T say you humbugged the far-
mer,
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The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
When the price was fixed for the sale of
wheat to New South Wales, it had been defin-
itely ascertained, as the result of exhaustive
inquiries, that the London parity wag 8s, 3d.
per bushel. In December, 1920, it was
thought a fair thing to fix the price of wheat
for local conmsumption as near as possible to
the London parity, and it wag fixed at 7s. 84.
Jf we could have sold at that time the whole
of the Australian crop ot that price, the
whole of the Australian erop would have been
sold.

Mr, Troy: That is not the point.

Hon. P. Collier: The Australinn Wheat
Board met in December, just before the Feod-
eral eleetions, and Hughes abselutely objectend
to any increase in price then, The board
met again in January, and the price went up.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
1 shall pestpone the further discussion of the
matter until the Bill is submgtted to the
House. T want to make a full and frank
recognition that as regards the return to nor-
mal trade when conditions permit it, the far-
mers’ organisations ought to have no fear of
private competition, having regard to the
gencrous treatment they have received from
the various Governments of this State in the
matter of assistance towards the establish-
ment of eo-operative companies. In spite of
everything that has been said and is being
said, the farmers are gratefnl for the assist-
anee which has been given them. We
all believe in eco-operative enterprise, and
1 consider that in this respeet the varioas
Governments have performed what is only a
legitimate function of administration. When
the eonditions of shipping and finanee permit
of a return to an open market in wheat, the
farmers’ co-operative eompfnies will be in a
pesition, thanks to the Government pssistance
which they have received, to compete with
their rivals. Now 1 desire to reply to the
member for Leederville (Capt. Carter). That
hon. member said here on 'Fhursday evenirg
that he had becn reliably informed by the
farmers of some country centre or other—tle
lon. member being the representative of o
metropolitan  constituency—that they were
tired of the wheat pool beeause of the exces-
sive handling costs, excessive as compared
with what the work counld be done for hy
private operators, The hon. member stated
that pool management was costing 12d. per
bushel as eompared with 5d. by the private
operator.

Capt. Carter: You are misquoting me.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The hon, member can look up his words in
f“Hansard.”’ -

Capt, Carter: The Minister is mis-apply-
ing the source of my information. ITc knows
the source, and thercfore T am not repeating
it.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE: I
do not earc what the source of the informa-
tion may be.
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" Capt. Carter: The information has been
awaiting contradiction since the 19th June
last. It has not been contradicted since by
the Minister.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE: 1
do not know when the matter was made
public,

Capt. Carter: On the 18th June.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
By virtue of publication through the Press,
I presume. .

Capt. Carter: Yes,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The hon. member asked last Thursday—why,
if the charges were not right, they were not
refuted?

Capt. Carter: You promised to
them three weeks ago.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The hon. member has been privately contra-
dicted, and after that he brings his eharges
into the House and still maintains them,

Capt, Carter: The Minister’s private con-
troddiction was aceompanied by a promise of
public contradiction. That is why I brought
the matter up in the Houge,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE: I
am taking the first opportunity of making a
publie contradiction. I am not going to
keep on every five minutes announcing that
the member for Leederville has said something
that wants contradiction. The hon. member
stated that the cost of handling wheat through
the pool was over ls. per bushel, whereas
under private operaters the cost wonld not
exceed 3d. Xor a start, the average eost of
freight from siding to port means 4d. per
bushel, If the private operator can do for
one penny per bushel all the rest that the
State does, I shall certainly say, ‘“Let ws go
back to a free market and open conditions.”’
Let me give -the figures: rail freicht from
siding to port, 4d. per bushel; port charges,
tullying, re-conditioning, storage at Fre-
mantle, and other charges, 1d. per boshel.
Those charges will have to be met by the
private operater as well,

Mr. Pickering: There is the 5d.

The MINISTER TFQOR AGRICULTURE:
Tnterest amounts to another 1d. per bushel.
We have to finance, and so has the private
operator. We pay our country -agentz one
peuny per bushel, and the private operater
will have to pay his country agents 1d. per
bushel; the work cannot be done for less,
For the issning of wheat certificates, and all
the work therein invoived, the Woestralian
Farmers, Ltd.,, get %d. per bushel. T under-
stand that the issuing of the certifieates is
practically the basis of the pool. The over-
head charges for administration and all other
expenses, meluding andit fees and proportion
of the Australian Wheat Board’s expendi-
ture, amounts to zd. per bushel. The total
cost of administration wunder the existing
gystem thus amounts to 7%d. per bushel
Private operators could enly do it for 7d.
per bushel. In addition, let me say that
under pool control we receive at the sidings
vheat of every deseription—asinutty, dirty,

refute
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or otherwise. We bring it up to a rea-
sonable condition for the farmer through our
re-conditioning plant. The private operator
would only receive wheat of one deseription
if he was op.ecrating at the siding, that is,
wheat of fair average quality standard., Any-
thing below that he would reject.

Capt. Carter: Do you infer that there
would be no sale for that?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I do not say that, but it would not be ac-
eepted at the siding.

Capt. Carter: There is such a thing as the
open market.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
‘We have to handle it scparately from the
other wheat entrusted to our eare. We have
to stack and rail, and recondition the inferior
and smutty wheat altogether apart from the
f.a.q. wheat. These charges compare more
than favourably, together with the additional
work involved in the Scheme management,
with the cost that would have to be paid in
the case of private operators acquiring
wheat. The pool has been an insurance to
the whole community against a prospective
harvest failure, Tt has insured to the indi-
vidual wheat being kept in the country not
only for local consumption but for seed for
the ensuing ycar. The pool has ensured that
whenever the consumer wanted his wheat it
was there. He might have it at whatever
date he wanted it in fa.q. condition, stored
at the risk and expense of the producer.
These are very material advantages which
should be taken into consideration when
looking into the system of the pooling of
wheat.

Mr. Pickering: Were
finaneed by the pool?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
There are so many factors in the niatter that
the hon. member may supplement my re-
marks when the opportunity arises. T am
not going to touch upon the question of the
finanees. That is the provinee of my
leader, the Treasurer, who has given a
eapable explanation of the position in which
we find ourselves. We are a small com-
munity and have entrusted to our adminis-
tration a territory comprising practically
one-third of the continent. We as a small
populatien have donc some fine and courag-
eous things. We produce and econsumed
more per eapitar than any other State
or nation in the globe.
withont more population. We have run rail-
ways herd, there, and everywhere within the
State. We have made harbour improvements,
established water works, and so forth. 1T
should say that we could attract more popu-
Jation to this State very readily by an active
propaganda in the Eastern States in regard
to a comparative basis of land values be-
tween Western Australia and the Eastern
States. The removal of population from one
part of Australia to another, however, will
not get us much further ahead.

Mr. Willeock: It will help uvs to go ahead.

not the millers

We cannot do more’
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The MINISTER FFOR AGRICULTURE:
The Government are insisting on the fulfil-
ment of the improvement conditions upon
land in process of alienation,

Hon. P. Coltier: How long since?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Possibly that has only been dome of late,
but we are causing those conditions te be
fulfilled now. The erux of the position is not
alone in respect to Jand in prdeess of alienation,
but to land already alicnated. T am speaking
as an agriculturist, One cannot help noticing
—it is only too painfully apparent—that
thronghout the older settled distriets there is
an ingistent demand for land for cultivation
purposes. In our safe rainfall belt within
the South-West division, and in our own dis-
tricts, therc is an altogether disproportion-
atec amonnt of land not being used for those
purposes which will give an adequate return
by way of freight to the rnilways, which in

sturn have been the means of giving to that

land its enhanced value,

Mr, Latham: That is tguve,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
In South Australia one finds in going through
from Riverton to Adelaide that wheat grow-
ing land is bringing £14 per acre. I do
not think their first class land is any more
productive than ours.

Mp, Mamun: It is not.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Owing perhaps to the industry being longer
established the South Anustralians farm well.
Our methods here are perhaps more erude
owing to our young development. At Baechus
Marsh, near Melbourne, land is bringing up
to £120 and £130 per acre. In New South
Wales grazing land, which is not used for
cultivation, is bringing from £3 to £4 per
acre, In other places land reaches the almost
fabutous price of £160 per acre. Our re-
muneration comes perhaps from the surp!m
we have for expnrt From that peint of view
alone there is a distinet scope for the pro-
ducer in Western Australia as compared with
his fellow man in the Eastern States. Our
landl values are absurdly low, and by virtue
of that, fact we are possibly allowed to follow
the line of least resistance in regard to pro-
duction. My opinion is that something ought
to he done to foree into its proper use those
lands whieh are being use for sheep farm-
ing but are suitable for cultivation.

Mr. Troy: You have changed your imind
three times.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I have not changed my mind on this matier.
Land which is only earrying sheep will not
support many people. I am not going to talk
about the ethics of land values taxation for
the foreing into eceupation of idle land.

Mr. Willeoek: Is there any other method?

Mr. Troy: You ought to give us something
now.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I may take a shorter and more direct course
to get what we want. We want to make
these lands in our older agricultural areas,
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whieh arc not providing freight for ouf rail-
ways, produce something more, The easiest
method of aeccomplishing that, is, not by
moving motions in the House on the ethical
side of the question, but by amending the
Land Tax and TIncome Tax Assessment
Act and increasing the rates for land
which is not improved within' the mean-
ing of the Aet, If we increase the
present  rates by tivopence or  three-
penee in the pound we take a short cut to-
wards bringing into effect that which we
want, namely, to make the people holding so
much land to-day bring it into full nse. A
large proportion of our agrieultural land is
being used for pastoral pursuits, gives very
little employment to people, and but litile
freight for the railways. When there is this
insistent demand for land for cultivation pmr-
poses we ought to endeavour to sapply that
demand. We can only do this by the means
I propose. The Government are doing their
ntmost to-day to enforee the provisions apper-
taining to land in process of alienation.

Mr. Troy: What are you doing in the case
of land already alienated?

The MINISTER TFOR AGRICULTURE:
I have shown how that pesition can be reme-
died.

My Willeock: If it is cleared and fenced
and has water on it, it i8 fully improved,
and the people can run stock upon it.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The world seems to bhe full of paradoxes.
We see our National Parliament struggling
and striving to ereate an artificial tariff to
promote the secondary indnstries of this coun-
trv, and this tariff ean only operate against
primary produetion. Nature and oepportunity
—the opportunity of war devastation in re-
gard to the supply of raw materials—have
given us our chance, and now we are getting
this tariff which, as I say, operates against
onr primary production.

My, J. Thomson: Question?

Hon. P. Collier: There is no question about
it.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
It seems to be nothing short of suicidal. Inm
addition fo the tariff there is a further im-
position, in that our primary products to-day
and henceforth will have to pay double
freights to the markets of the world by virtue
of the fact that we shall want nothing back
in rveturn. A community only lives on the
exchange of its commodities for the com-
modities of other countries. During the
past four years every tin-pot place on
the Continent and “in ~ America has been
converted into a factory for destruective ele-
ments., These are now being gradualiy recon-
verted into factories for various commodi-
ties. During this time we have had an op-
portunity of supplying raw materials to the
fullest possible extent. Tn Australia, owing
to our climatic conditions, we can get a maxi-
mum ecffort per man power compared with
any other country in the world. There is an
apparent paradox in this plan of bolstering
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up the secondary indnstries at the expense
of our primary industries, We produce the
finest class of wool in the world, and also
the best wheat in the world

Mr. Pickering: And the best iron.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Although we produce the best merino hose in
the world, we have a community that de-
mands nothing but silken goods. On top of
this tendency we have had to resort in this
young and undeveloped country to the most
scientific methods of taxation, getting down
to fine actuarial bases, at the instigation of
the Commonwealth Commissioner of Taxa-
tion, with the resnlt that it is absolutely
crippling our mining industry. I am sure
that if the member for Claremont (Mr. J.
Thomason) were interested he would agree that
our main primary industry is being crippled.

Me, J. Thomson: You have spent too
much time with the Pramier.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The member for Claremont docs not know
what T am speaking about. "When we look
at the position to-day, we wonder why we
over entered Federation. New Zealand kept
out of Federation and when we compare the
position of New Zealand to-day with that of
Western Australia, the question naturally
arises as to why we ever entered into the
Federal compact.

Mr, Pickering: Yet we want to hand over
other things to the Commonwealth,

Mr. Lambert: It was your Government
who handed over the Taxation Department to
them.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Wo did nothing of the sort. I wonld like to
hand the hon. mewmber over to the Common-
wealth, ,

Hon. P. Collier: TYes, we could hand over
all our non-cssentials,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I am a little bit diffident in agreeing with
the Leader of the Opposition because, in
common with himself, T might be included
among the non-essentials.

Mr, Lambert: You can take that for
granfed,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Notwithstanding the position as we find it
to-day, however, I do not despair. We often
have 1t held up against Western Australia
that its finances arve in an awful conditiom,
and that its overdraft is a big one. I have
been up against an overdraft myself prac-
tically all my life and I am locking pretty
well on it. I have maintained my position
against it, If we as a State face cur posi-

“tion courdgoounsly, thé trivial™ deficit 'is as

nothing compared with the prospects ahead
of ns. Within the last few days we know
that we have not only struck oil bat also, T
hope, a decent coal seam at last.

Mr. J. Thomson: At last?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I will leave the member for Irwin (Mr, C. C.
Maley) to proclaim the virtues of the Irwin
coal seam. T do mot know what the quality
of the coal will prove to be, but if we can
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believe the member for FEast Perth (Mr.
Simons), .we have also struck oil If we
strike a decent flow of oil, or a decent coal
seam, in Western Australia, we need have no
fear of the deficit of five million pounds.

Mr, J. T. DAVIES (Guildford) [9.20]: I
endorse the sentiments expressed by the older
members of the House regarding the new
members who have entered Parliament this
sossion, including, of course, the member for
Wegt Perth (Mrs. Cowan). I would like to
refer briefly to the offer made by the Leader
of the Opposition the other night, when he
stated he would be prepared to assist the
Government out of its financial diffienlties.
The Leader of the Oppesition made a similar
offer some years ago. On that oceasion the
offer was not made inside the Chamber, but it
was made after the 1917 election. I recollect
the oecasion well, because I made reference
to the offer during the Address-in-reply when
Parliament met. On that oceasion the Leader
of the Opposition said-—

All possible assistance would be given
to the Government in the difficult and try-
ing times ahead.

As one of those members who were returned
pledged to mno particular party, T want to
know in what way the Governmeunt intend
to avail themselves of the offer I have re-
ferred to. 1 appreeiate the position occupied
by the Leader of the Opposition who, ir-
respective of what may be said in the House
or outside, has made his offer and, whether
it is aceepted or not, it will stand to his
credit that he offered every possible assist-
ance to the Government. T.ook where we will
throughout the whole of the British Ewmpire,
we will see almost the same thing is taking
place everywhere. If there is one man more
than another in the British Empire who is
held in high esteem by all sections of the ecom-
munity, that man is the Premier of South
Africa, General Smuts. He has been lately
on a delieate mission to the United Kingdom
and he bas played there a very honourable
part. He faced a general election in South
Africa some months ago and when he led his
party during the elections, he said—

They were up against the time when a
change must ecome and a strong Government
be constituted. The co-operation of all the
moderate elements was the real solation of
their political troubles and he was con-
fident that it was coming, A new spirit wns
growing. He hoped it would be possible to
make an appeal to the people to regrouvp
themselves politically along new lines and
have a party large, strong, sane, and mode-
rate, to carry the country through any diffi-
enlties . . ... He wanted to see a new
pelitical spirit developed, abaudoning old
grooves. If the people would help in that
policy he was their man, If they were to
go back to the old party cries, he wanld
rather go farming, He was sick of party
politics.

That is an utterance that may well be taken
to heart by every hon. member, becaunse Gen-

"
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eral Smuts is a man who, though he owns al-
legiance to the British Empire to-day, and
has done so ever since the South African
war, is not a Britisher by birth. For all that,
he has proved himself to he one of the
staunchest men, and one of the three fore-
most men in the British Empire to-day, In
commeon with other membérs of this Cham-
ber, T want to know in what way the Pre-
mier intenda to avail himself of the offer of
the Leader of the Opposition. The House
wants to know, and the country wants to
know. The member for Pilbarn {Mr. Under-
wood) said that he spoke to-night on bebalf
of certain members of this Chamber. Thas
is quite correct, T was returned at the last
election, and also at the previous election,
on the understanding that members should
be able to speak quite freely. I believe
in representative goverument, free discus.
sion on the part of members in Parlia-
ment, with responsibility only to the
electors of the Btate. If that be so, we
want to know why any man returned to
this Chamber should not oceupy the same
position. Once returned to the House,
a member should have freedom, within
the House and should be acecountable for
his aetions to mo one other than his own
electors. If we believe in that principle, then
I think action shonld be taken to give effect
to it. I remember the then member for
Bunbury, during the 1917 Parliament,
making a similar suggestion, No action has
been taken up to now, and, for that reason,
I want to know what are the intentions of
the Government in the present instance. Peo-
ple may say, ‘““How can you do without
partiea?’ The member for Kanowna (Hon.
T. Walker) said something to that effect
the other evening. 1 have been in thig
Chamher for 3% years, but I would like to
ask the older members if there has not
been a different feeling in the House
during the last three years, than ever
existed previocusly. Formerly sueh a2 feel-
ing was unknown. I know that that is so
from my reading of ‘‘Hansard’’ and from
3 perusal of the daily Press. It was unknown
for members sitting behind the Government,
no matter what party happened to be in
power, to ecriticise legislation irrespective
of whether they liked it or disagreed with
it. They always supported the Government.
During the last Parliament members on this
side of the House often voted against the
Government, when measures, or clauses,
were brought forward with which they did
not agree. Such a thing was unknown in
the past so far as T can ascertain.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: It has been a com-
mon practice ever since T have been in this
House for members to eross the floor and
vote against their party.

Mr. DAVIES: T will refer to a taxation
measure later on te illustrate what T mean.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: T do not say it hap-
pered on second readings, but it certainly
happened when clanses were being discussed.
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Mr. DAVIES: That is an important dis-
tinetion. ¥ want to sketeh the position to-
day as I view it. Here we have in a country
like Western Australia, with a mere handful
of people eecupying our vast spaces, thoo-
sands of miles of railway to conveniente some
330,000 people. We heard the member for
Claremont (Mr. J. Thomson) referring to his
trip to the Far East, with its tcewing mil-
lions. Has that hon. member, however, ever
known a country that was so rich in re-
sources, and had so small a population, as
Western Australia, whieh was doing as well
as we are at the present time? To me it is a
matter for wonder that we should be doing
as well as we are, particularly when we
consider the econveniences at our disposal.
When I came to Western Australia, some 20
years ago, I was astonnded fo find palatial
ships coming to Fremantle to trade with a
handful of people. I have heard that Glas-
gow is one of the richest cities in the world.
Glasgow owns its own tramways, its town
hall, its markets, and so on.

Mr. J. Thomson: They are not run by the
Minister for Mines,

Mr. DAVIES: Compare that with Wastern
Australia with its 40 millions of money sunk
in public utilities, on which we have to pay
interest. I can liken this State to a family
oceupying a house of 20 or 30 rooms, and
using only two or three. They have to main-
tain that house. We have to maintain our
various otilitics, Yet we have neither the
population nor the means. It is unreasonable
to expeet that we ean maintain the utilities
we have been used to. A change is coming,
and unless a change takes place in this House,
what wil! happen in Western Australia is
what has happened in the older countries of
the world. For some reason or other, there
is an cconomic or industrial paralysis creep-
ing over the world. ‘The Independent Labour
Party of Great Britain some time ago ap-
pealed to Lloyd George to call an interna-
tional conference for the purpese of avoid-
ing, if possible, the economic paralysis which
is setting in.in Europe. 1 do not know whe-
ther deaf ears were turned to that appeal,
but we do know the conditions in Europe to-
day. Some reference has been made to the
eoal strike in the Old Country. I waa bred
and born in that valley of discontent whence
the coal comes. During the latter period of
the war, father and son were earning £18 per
week. To-day, nnder the new system of pool-
ing, they are not getting £7 per week. That
is the pogition in the Old Country, in
South Wales. No-fawer than 3,000 seamen
are out of work in Cardiff, where at one time
60 million tons of coal were exported annu-
ally. The output of the United Kingdom is
now overtaking the output of 1914. But the
markets of the world have been destroyed,
with the result that men are thrown out .of
employment. The same thing is setting in
in Australia. There are large numbers of
unemployad in Queensland, in New South
Wales, and in Vietoria, although I notice
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that Mr. Lawson, in his pre-election speech,
declared there weve fewer uwnemployed in Vie-
toria than in any other State. I want to
know why our Premier does not contradict
that.

The Premier: I will

Mr. J. Thomson: You cannot contradick
it, not in proportion to population,

Mr. DAVIES: There are fewer unem-
ployed in Western Australia than in Vietorial

Mr. Corboy interjected.

Mr. DAVIES: Never mind what was said
threc years ago. Let us show a little tolera-
tion and try to put before the country some-
thing which will nssist us out of the difficulty.
For, to use n phrase of the Leader of the
Opposition, if we do not hang together, we
shall hang separately. If we do not hang
together now, we are going to starve separ.
ately if that economic paralysis creeps over
Australin. We require to avoid that, if pos-
sible. 1 will make reference later to state-
ments, not by employers, nor prefiteers, nor
capitalists, but by reputed Labour leaders, by
Mr. Ramsay MeDonald, by Mr. Arthur Hen-
derson, by Mr. Robert Sexton. Al those men
have made statements to the working classes
in Great Britain which are just as applicable
to the working classes in Awvstralia. Although
in a separate wing of the Labour movement,
I stand to-day firm in my advoecacy of the
interests of the working classes, and
we are to-day gaining power for the
working classes. This was the position in the
Old Country when T left there: It is true
that the capitalistic class had the whole say
as to wages and hours of duty, and in many
respects as to what sort of houses we had to
live in. From the day I was born till the day
T left for Australia, I lived in a house owned
by the coal proprietary for which we worked.
The water we used was sent by the company,
cverything' we had, food, clothes, stores, all
eame from the company. The only thing we
had not to pay the company for was the air
we breathed. Conditions are very different
in Australia. No Australian ean say he has
had to live under those conditions in Aus-

tralia. Yet conditions are bad enough in
Australia, When T visited Melbourne two

years ago, during the seamen’s strike, I
saw there thousands of people who ere
literally starving. One could see it by
their wan faces. But that was owing
to their own action, and not to the action
of the capitalistic class. Some will say that
the capitalists had forced them out of em-
ployment. T took up the stand then, as I do
to-day, that it the seameén had struck against
the profits made by the eapitalists, instead
of for a share of those profits, they would
have had the whole-of the people behind
them. The Leader of the Opposition, during
his election campaign, deelared that he stood
for economic reform, BSo do I. The recent

All-Australian  Conference changed the
phrase ‘‘nationalisation of industry’’ to
‘‘gocialisation of industry.’’ The member

for South Fremantle (Mr. McCallum), a
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delegate to that conference, on his return to
this State was interviewed by the *‘‘West
Australian.’’ When asked his opinion on the
conference he said—

Sinee its foundation, the Labour move-
ment has stood for the nationalisation of
the means of produetion, distribution, and
exchange. This latest conference has ex-
pressed itself in favour of socialisation,
.which in principle means the same, and is
merely an alteration in the terms of ex-
pression.

‘What do they mean by the change from
‘‘nationalisation of industry’’ to ‘‘socialisa-
tion of industry’'? The member for South
Fremantle claimed that there was no differ-
cnee between the two, I say there is a vast
difference, and he who says there is no dif-
ference either knows not what he is talking
about, or does not understand how soctalisa-
tion is practised in other parts of the world.
Mention has heen made of Russia. The
member for South Fremantle had something
to say in that regard, and was reported as
follows—

Ag one who had tried to study and under-
stand the conditions of Russia, he had read
works by writers of almost all nationalitics,
these going to show that it was of no usc
trying to form a judgment regarding the
condition of affairs in Russia,

Has he mnot followed his own leader, Mr.
Theodore, on his return from Europe? Mr.
Theodore went from Ausiralia, and was met
by the socialist party in America and hailed
as one of the preatest of working class
leaders.  Mr. Theodore visited the United
Kingdom, and on his return to Australia had
something to say about Russia. Although he
never lived there, he was in close contact
with the men who bad been sent to Russia
by the working classes of Great Britain. On
his return to Australia he had no fear ahout
expressing his views. If hon, members hold
views in regard to Russia, I cannot under-
stand why they do not give expression to
them, or why they try to hide them by say-
ing that Russia i1s as a closed door. To a
large extent she is.
closefl door, and what do we find? Mr. Theo-
dore was reported as follows—

He referred to his late overseas visit and
commented on the position in Russia as
seen by British Labour representatives. Mr.
Theodore said he was told there was no
such thing as demoecracy in Russia to-day.
The Soviet system was not founded on
democraey. Tf the question of the eontinu-
ance of Lenin’s regime were put to the
people, Lenin and his Government would
not get 30 per cent. of the votes. Accord-
ing to the views of English Socialist dele-
gates the Bolsheviks were keeping them-
melves in office as the resnlt of intimidation
and disfranchisement and the manipula-
tion of the machinery under which the
Soviet Government was formed. Mr. George
Lansbury told him

But let us penstrate that .
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Who was Mr, George Lansbury? He was the
editer of the ‘‘Daily Herald’’—the only
Labour daily newsgpaper in the United King-
dom. My, Theodore said—

Mr, George Lansbury told him it was no
use denying the fact that in Russia the
people were starving, miserable, down-
trodden and oppressed. Mr. Lansbury did
not blame the former Government, but con-
sidered that it had degenerated into an
antoeracy.

Tet me uote from the ¢ Manchester Guar.
dian,”’ a paper continvally referred to in the
‘“Westralian Worker’’ as one of the best
demoeratic papers in the United Kingdom.
This is what the ‘‘Manchester Guoardian’’.
satd—

The Soviets eontrol most of the factories
and the forests, and for a time 'the Bol-
shevik leaders gave to the local Soviets the
control of the local sections over the rail-
ways. DBut the scheme scon failed, and
eomplete disorganisation followed, national
control being resumed,

There is a difference between the nationalisa-
tion of industry and the socialisation of in-
dustry. ‘‘There is not much difference be-
tween the two,”” said the member for South
Fremantle, ‘‘ouly a difference in the expres-
sion of terms.” There is8 as much difference
between the two as there is between chalk
and cheese, and I am going to warn the
workers of Australia. As a member of the
Nationalist wing of Labour I claim that we
have as mmuch right to warn the workers as
has the other side. I eclaim it, not only as a
politician but as & citizen, as a2 man who has
endeavoured to do, not only his duty to the
State, but also to his race. We in Australia
are a mere handful of people, and we
stand on a continent surrounded, so to speak,
by one thousand million eoloured people.
One thousand million coloured people are
around Australia, and yet we say ‘‘Hands off
Australia!’’ Let us sco how much furgher
we can go. Mr, Arthur Henderson, the
Leader of the Independent Labour Party of
Great Britain and Leader of that party in
the House of Commons, isswed a manifesto,
andl this is what he said—

The committee issned a manifesto urging
the workers to fight for the ideals of demo-
cratic socialism against the slavery of
capitalism, and against the tyrannical die-
tatorship of Bolshevism. The manifesto
acenses the Third Internationale of moving
in the direction of establishing an armed
dictatorship, seeking to impose its will

* upon socialists and labourites throughout
the world, robbing the workers of their
freedom, and trying to prevent the ereation
of an economic demoeracy.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: That does not strike
the point of nationalisation and seoecialisation.
Mr. DAVIES: Here is a comment from
the paper ‘‘Forward?’ cdited by Mr. Ramsay

Maedonald.
Mr. Troy:

you there?

De you think they would stand
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Mr. A. Thomson: His cleetors stand him
here, anyhow. .

Mr. DAVIES: The member for Mi. Mag-
net {Mr. Troy) was not in the House the
other evening when the member for South
Fremantle (Mr. MeCallum} made reference
to this matter., If the member for South
Fremantle had not made that reference, T
would not be specaking on these lines to-night.
During the reeent railway strike rcference
was made to the Italian workers. It was
stated in the daily Press, for the purpose of
misleading the workers of Western Australia,
that the Italian socialists had always the
control of the Ifalian railways. The Italian
Consul had to deny this statement through
the Press, and point out that the railways in'
Ttaly were run exaetly as our railways are
run. The Government of the day appointed
a commissioner or manager to manage them
and they were ran- similarly to ours. Not-
withstanding that fact, the statement had
been made that the workers of Italy con-
trolled the railways. The point T want to
make is this: if I onderstand what the soc-
ialisation of indnstry means, and this view
has been endorsed by the ex-member for Fre-
wmantle, it is that the workers be given com-
plete control of industry. There is a certain
socialisation practised and it i3 done by the
primary producers in the matter of the con-
trol of the wheat pool. I am not blaming
the workers of the State for desiring this.
If this is their desire, let them bring it into
operation if they ean, but it is my duty and
the duty of those who know something of
the socialisation of industry to warn the
workers that, if they tread that path, they
must expect what they get. :

Mr. Willeock: You yourself have advo-
cated socialisation here.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: There is very little
difference between socialisation and nation-
alisation.

The Minister for Mines: But sccialisation
was proposed during the time of the railway
strike.

Mr. DAVIES: I have never advocated the
socialisation of industry, and I never will do
so0 if it means that the workers in a partien-
Iar industry are to obtain full control of the
industry.

Mr. Willeock: You advoeated that they
should get partial eontrol,

Mr. DAVIES: And I do so to-night. That
would be an ceonomic reform. Let me re-
mind the member for Geraldton (Mr., Will.

-cock) that, when there was an opportunity to -

give the workers on the railways a share in
the management, not a member on his side
of the House spoke in support of it.

Mr. Willeock: Yes they did.

Mr. DAVIES: Not at all. The records of
the House show that the Lefroy Government
brought down a Bill to provide for three
Commissioners of Railways. T supported the
proposal only on eondition that one of the
comimissioners was appeinted by the workers.
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Hon. P. Collier: Beecause we did not
back up your kite flying to the Midland
workshops.

Mr. DAVIES: 1T have given the Leader of
the Opposition ecredit for better sense than
he has displayed by that remark,

Hon, P. Collier: Did you move that amend-
ment?

My, Willecock: Of course not.

Mr. DAVIES: I have given the Leader
of the Opposition credit for honesty of in-
tention. I did not suggest this on the eve of
an election. T did it regardless of the opin-
ions held by members of this House and re-
gardless of the attitude which my constit-
uents might adopt.,

Mr. Willecock: You made a suggestion for
kite flving purposes and the Government
would not aceept it.

Mr. DAVIES: I made the suggestion be-
cause [ believed in it, and regardless of what
opinions might be expressed on either side of
this House, I will stick to that opinion. T
am satisfied that one has only to appeal to
the workers of this country in a common-
sense and reasonable way, and it matters not
what his brand of politics may be, whether
National TLabour, National, or Labour, the
bulk of the workers care not, so long as one
delivers the goods. And they are going to
see that the goods are delivered.

Mr. Willeock: They did not get the goods
from you.

Mr, DAVIES: At the last election Mid-
land Junction, one of the largest industrial
centres of the State, returned z National
Labourite by a majority over the candidate
of the official Labour Party, notwithstanding
that therc are thousands of electors in that
constituency who are trade unionists afliliated
with the Trades Hall.

Mr., Willeock: You eall delivering the
gools lowering the men’s wages when there
is an industrial dispute.

Mr, DAVIES: These workers have re-
turned we.

Mr, Troy: Look at all the Conservatives
in Guildford.

Mr. DAVIES: I would inform the member
for Mt. Magnet that in so-called conservative
Guildford, the official Labour Party increased
its .vote while its votc in the working eclass
town of Midland Jnnction deereased.

Hon. P. Collier: The hon. member is in-
cluding West Guildford which is entirely a
working class district.

Mr. DAVIES: T am not including West
Guildford; its returns were entirely separate.
_Hon. P. Gollier;: That is where Johnson
inereased his vote. = 7 o o

AMr, DAVIES:
elass distriet.

Hon. P. Collier: More than that.

Mr, DAVIES: If the hon. member refers
to the returns he will find that I am right.

Mr, Troy: Was not there something else
which beat Johnson and which you are not
game to mentiond

Mr, DAVIES:
Johnson would

Yes by 12 in a working

said that Mr,
be able to regain

It was
never
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that scat. Let me return to the statement
made hy Ramsay Macdonald. He said—
The argument in the Moscow reply is
perfectly clear and there is no further
exense for the independent Labour Party
playing with words. It must now settle
once and for all where it stands. The
Moscow reply tells how to do this, The
eritical point is not Parlinmentary power,
but an effective mevement for revelution.
We can have vietory only hy a heavy eivil
war. If we come to the Moscow eonclu-
sions regarding the Labour Party, we ought
to have nothing to do with that party.
Our affilintion to it is dishonest. No honest
and intelligent supporter of the Third In-
ternationale can be a Labour Party candi-
date. Therefore, before the Independent
Labour Party can join the Third Inter-
nationale, it must not only pass the resolu-
tion, but must drastically reform its strue-
ture. It must cease to be an Independent
Labour Party. The issue is this:—Are we
to ngree that the seizure of power by a few
men who are the leaders of a political party
is to be the socialist method? We may
dress up that bald issue in what robes we
like, but it is upon that that we.have to
decide, now that Moscow has officially
spoken.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: What has that to do
with ug?

Mr. Willcock: Yes, what is it all abont?

Mr. McCallum: Do you know any branch
of the Aunstralian labour movement that has
anything to do with the Third Internationale?

Mr. DAVIES: No.

Mr. MeCallum: Then why quote ity Why
not go there and sce for yourself?

Mr, DAVIES: The member for South Fre-
mantle said he had read all sorts of opinions
regarding Rugsia. He had not read that
opinion.

Mr, MeCallum: I read it months ago.

Mr. DAVIES: Had the hon. member read
Arthur Henderson on that guestion?

Mr. MeCallum: Yes.

Mr. DAVIES: And Philip Snowden? -

Mr. MeCatlum: Yes, and his wife too,

Mr. DAVIES: Then whom does the hon.
member believe?

Mr. MeCallum:
it for myself,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The member for South
Fremantle also said that such a thing was not
necessary in Australia. .

Mr. McCallum interjected.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. member
for South Fremantle must keep order.

Mr. DAVIES: 1 object to this continual
repudiation regarding these conferences.

Mr. MeCallom: We were never represented
at those conferences.

Mr. DAVIES: The Labour movement was
represented at the conference in the East the
other day, and the hon. member said the de-
eisions were not binding on the movement.

Mr., MeCallum: Neither they arc. We
knew that when we went there,

I ghall believe when I see
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Mr. DAVIES: Then we agree so far. What
is the pext step? In the next breath the
hon. member said that the same resolutions
would go on to the Brisbane Congress,

Mr. McCallum: After having been dis-
cussed by the organisations.

Mr., DAVIES: And then; if passed, they
will become binding on the Australian Labour
movement,

Mr. MeCalluom: Yes.

Mr, DAVIES: It will be uscless to speak
against these resolutions after they have been

passed. I am entering wmy protest before
they are passed.
Mr. Me¢Callum: What can this House do?

This House has no say in them.
« Mr, DAVIES: But I am justified 111 regis-
tering my protest against them.

Mr. McCallum: You have to do that in an
organisation, not here.

Mr. DAVIES: We are denied entry to the
Trades Hall by the likes of the member for
South Fremantle.

Mr. McCallum: You wounld not get in if
I had my way. I would take you up by the
seruff of the neck and have you out every
time I saw you in the building.

Mr. DAVIES: Such resolutions would not
be carried much further.

Mr, McCallum: I would earry you a good
distance.

Mr, SPEAKER: Ordert

Mr, Pickering: 'Whese personalities do not
carry us much further,

Mr. DAVIES: Daily we are creeping
towards this goal. Yet it is being denied
by those in authority.

Mr. Tray: You are well on your stomach,

Mr. DAVIES: A witness giving evidence
before the Coal Coammission in New South
Wales was asked his opinion. I have already
quoted Mr. Willis’s opinion.

Mr, McCallum: IHMave you not an opinion
of your own?

Mr. DAVIES: I have already given it, and
I intend to give the hon. member a little more.
My, Hamilton, President of the Western
branch of the Federation, was referring to
the matter ot control in industry when the
President asked him: ““That is a matter of
agpiration?’’ The answer was as follows:

Yes, the miners have reason to believe
that control by the workers is necessary—
joint econtrel by a committee, 50 per cent.
workers, 25 per ecent. owners, and 25 per
cent. Govermment nominces.

Mr, Willeoek: That is not bad, is it?

Mr, DAVIES: XNot from his point of view,

Mr. McCallum: You are opposed to the
worker having control?
Mr. Willcock: What is your idea of it?

Mr. DAVIES: T have already stated in
this House that T Dbelieve economie reform
must eome about, that I believe the workers
must get a share in the control of industry.

Mr, McCallum: The share would be a very
slight one if you had your way.

Mr. DAVIES: That is what hurts the hon.
member,
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Mr. McCallum: Yes, that is what hurts.
Mr. DAVIES: If we stood here and did

nothing for the workers, there would be some-
thing in the hon. member’s complaint.

Mr. MeCallum: All you have done for the
workers, or are likely to do, is harmless.

Mr, SPEAKER: Order! The member for
South Fremantle has had his opportunity of
addressing the House on this subject.

Mr. DAVIES: That iz Mr. Hamilton’s
opinion, 50 per cent. Let me again remind
hon. members that the coal miners of Great
Britain made a demand for the nationalisa-
tion of the coal mimes. Before the Royal
Commission was appointed, Mr. Lloyd George
stated that whatever report the Royal Com-
mission might bring in he would adopt.

Mr. McCallum: And did he?

Mr, DAVIFES: The Royal Commission
brought in a report in favour of the nation-
alisation of the mines of Great Britain. Mr,
Eonar Law, speaking as Leader of the House
of Commons, on behalf of Mr. Lloyd George
repudiated that undertaking which had been
given by Mr. Lloyd George.

Mr, Wilson: Why did Lloyd George allow
him to do it?

Mr. Troy: Because that type sat in Par-
liament.

Mr, Wilson: But Lioyd George iz Prime
Minister.

Mr, DAVIES: That is so; but his promise
was repudiated. When Mr. Lloyd George
came back to the House of Commons he was
questioned regarding that repudiation and he
said, ‘T will tell you why I repudiated my
promise. I will tell it to the men’s leaders.
The men’s leaders are not desirous of nation-
alising the mines; they want control of
them, *?

Hon, W, C. Angwin;:
sion did not say that.

Mr. DAVIES: ““This,”” said Mr. Lloyd
George, ‘‘is syndicalism in its worst and least
intelligent form. If you want the eontrol of
the mines, go cut into the country and con-
vince the eclectorates of the faet that it is
in their interests.’’

My, MeCallom: Did not Lloyd George say
that they wanted to give control of the mines
to the Pope?

Mr. DAVIES: Now let ns go back to Mr.
Hamilton’s statement. Let us take the coal
miners of Neweastle, New South Wales, As-
sume that here are ten thousand of those
miners, or twenty thousand, or thirty thou-
sand. Mr. Hamilton says that there are ten
thousand men wanting 50 per cent. of the
eontrol of those coal mines, and yet those

The Royal Commis-

coal miners are serving:five millions of people --

in Anstralia. Those five millions of econ-
sumers are to get only 25 per cent. of the
representation.

Mr. MecCallum: Has that ever been asked
for by any organised Labour body in Aus-
tralia It has been repudiated by every
representative Labour organisation that has
ever discussed the matter, every representa-
tive Labour organisation in the Common-
wealth
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Mr. I am prepared to admit
that.

Mr, MceCallum:
ahout it?

Mr, DAVIES: If there iz no truth in it——

The Minister for Mines: The member for
South TIremantle wanted to take over the
railways of this State, for the men to ran
them,

Mr. DAVIES:
after the thing has been done.
from now to next October.

Mr, ‘McCallum: We have looked past all

DAVIES:

Then why do you argue

It is too late to protest
We can look

that. It is about time you caught up to us.
Mr. Pickering: You do not give him =
chanece.
Mr. DAVIES: We want to look past a

good many things, but I am not going to
look past this until 1 have had my say on it.
These people are going from the nationalisa-
tion of industry to the socialisation of indus-
try. I am not charging the ALP. with
having adopted the secialisation of industry.

Mr. McCallum: They will adopt if.

Mr. Pickering: Now we know! But yon
said they would not.

Mr. McCallum: I did not say anything of
the kind.

Mr, SPEAKER: Order, order!

My, DAVIES: Ail T have to say is that
that day will be a sorry day.

Mr, McCallum: You sabmitted to that for
a good many years.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The member for
South Fremantle must keep order.

Mr. DAVIES: Tt is due to the hon. mem-
ber’s ignorance that he is objecting.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. member
must not be offensive,

Mr, DAVIES: I did not intend to bhe offen-
sive.

Mr. McCallum: I will aceept all your
offensiveness as a compliment,

Mr. DAVIES: T repeat, I did not intend
to be offensive; but let me explain.

Mr. McCallum: You do not kpow the dif-
ference between syndiealism and socialism,
You do not know the distinetion between the
two,

Mr, SPEAKER: Order, order!

Mr. DAVIES: I do not take second place
to the member for South Fremantle,

Mr. MeCallum: It is about time you took
hundred-and-second place to me in the mat-
ter of knowledge of industrialism.

Mr. DAVIES: I do not want to be like
the hon, member, anyhow,

Mr. McCallom: No, thank God!

Mr. DAVIES: The hon. member -is part
on one side and part on the other side, as
stated the other day in the Press, so that
he may adopt whichever side he thinks the
most profitable from the standpeint of the
workers.

Mr. McCallum: That is what I am always
after.

Mr. DAVIES: Yes, regard]ess of the econ-
omic position, regardless of what effect his
actior will have on the country, and regard-
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less of ‘what the effect is going to be oun the
workers of the State.

Mr. MeCallum: Whatever is best for the
workers is best for the State.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The member for
South Fremantle must keep order.

Mr. MeCallum: The member for Guildferd
is misrepresenting me.

Mr. S8PEAKER: 1In that case the hon,
member can rise to a point of order; but
the hon. member must keep order, or I shall
be compelled to do something drastic.

Mr. DAVIES: I have already stated in this
House times out of number that I believe the
workers should have a share in the control
of industry. If the member for South Fre-
mantle wishes to do me justice, he will look
up in the 1917 ‘‘Hansard’’ where, in the
course of my first speech here, I said to the
Lefroy Government that if they were wise
they would immediately hold a conference of
representatives of all the workers engaged in
the various industries of this State, including
railways, water supply, and all other Gov-
ernment activities, because without the co-
operation of the workers, without giving
them their fair share of control, it was not
possible for this or any other English speak-
ing country to carry on during the period of
veeonstruction, I made that statement in
1917, and I am not repudiating it to-might
when I say that T strongly object to those
men who declare, **We want control beeause
we have the power.’’ T have already endeav-
oured to sketch the conditions which obtained
when the eapitalists had the whole of the say.
I saw the fight in this State when we said
that capital should not have all the say in
the matter of wages to be paid, and when we
pleaded with the public to give us a share
in the control.

Mr. Troy: We demanded it.

Mr, DAVIES: At that particular time we
pleaded. To-day we are in a position te de-
mand, because our numbers are great.

Mr. MeCallum: For whom are you talk-
ing?

Mr. DAVIES: For as good a class of men
as you speak for.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The member for
Goildford mupst address the Chair.

Mr. DAVIES: For as good a elass of men
as any hon. member speaks for, and—what is
more—for my eleetorate. That is what T am
here for.

Mr, MeCallum: Do not class yourself with
us as talking for organised labour,

Mr. DAVIES: T do uot class myself with
the hon. member interjecting.

Mr, MeCallum: We do not want to be
classed with you.

Mr. Underwood: You are in a class of your
own,

Mr. DAVIES: Tf soeialisation of industry
is adopted in Australia, cxaetly the same
thing will take place here as the *‘Manches-
ter Guardian'’ .says has taken place in
Russia; we shall go back from the so-
ciatisation of industry to the nationalisa-
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tion of industry. Reference was made
on a recent evening to what is taking
place in Ttaly. ¥f I may give the exact
statement wmale by the member for South
Fremantle on that occasion, it was that the
workers of ltaly had seized the factorics,
that they were now in occupation of them,
and that they controlled them.

My, MeCallum: Seme of the factories.

Mr. DAVIES: The hon, member’s words
were to that effeet. Now, what has taken
plaee in Italy?

Mr. MeCallum: You are not going to say
that 1 supported what took place in Italy?

Mr. DAVIES: No. I will do the member
for South Fremantle this eredit, whether he
will regard if as a slander or as a bonquet——

Mr. McCallum: T do not want any bouquets
from you. A compliment eoming from you I
would regard as offensive,

“Mr, DAVIES: T will say all the same what
L intended to say, that the Labour movement
is poorer, that the Official Labour Party is
poorer, for the fact that the member for
South Fremantle is not to-day seeretary of
the Trailes Hall,

Mr. McCallum: I
from you.

Mr. DAVIES: The hon. wmember regards
that as a slander, because he contends that
anything of the kind eoming from these who
have left the Labour Party datins him in
the eyes of his following. Now let me throw
something else at the hon. member. He
stated the other evening that the workers
were in control of some of the industries in
Ttaly, Now, the Prime Minister of Ttaly,
Bignov Giolitti, is a socialist. It is true that
the workmen of the ‘‘Fiat'’ motor car works
geized the company's factory. They turned
the capitalists out of that factory, and the
capitaliats went to the Italinn Prime Minister
and said, **Our workers have turned us out
of the factory. Will yon kindly cject them
from that factory by forece?’’ Signor Gia-
litti replied, ‘fAre you mad? T am going to
use force, if T use it at all, by putting the
artillery in the streets, and it is probably you
people that I shall be blowing to pieces. But
T will tell you what T will do now. I will go
to these workers and T will disarm them, and
T will say to them that I will give them three
months to carry on that factory, and that if
they can carry it on satisfactorily, they ean
remain in posrcession.’’ And before the three
months were up the workers in that particular
factory had let it be known that they had
sent a message to their employers, *‘Come
back; we are prepared to take a fair share
of vontrol of this industry, aud it is only a
fair share of contrel we want, and not the
entire control.”’  That is the position so far
as we are able to learn from the best Lahour
sources in the United Kingdom.

Mr. Willeock: Those workers had not the
neeessary training in management,

Mr, DAVIES: Of course not.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. DAVIES: The point that I want to
make is that the workers, whether they have

want no complimenis
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got that training or not, and however eapable
they may be, are not entitled to assume the
full control of any industry to the exclusion
of the people consuming the products of that
industry.

Mr. Willeoek : Does socialisation mean that?
You do not know what you are talking about.

Mr, DAVIES: Let me go on with regard to
that particular matter. |

Mr. Willeock: That is syndicalism,
" Mr. DAVIES: The last quotation I have,
and it i only about nine menths old, coneern-
ing the position in Italy reads as follows:—

The industrial erisis in Italy econtinues
to be very seripus,  Seizures of property
are going on. Workers have oecupied cot-
ton mills in Lomlardy and wool factories
in Beilla (north-cast of Turin) and Pied-
mont. These mills and factories emplayed
many thousands of hands.

And under the headings ‘‘Italian Metal In-
dustry,’’ ¢‘Joint Control to be established,'’
the following was published—
The Prime Minister of Italy (Signor Gio-
litti) presided over a conferenece of the
masters and men engaged in the metal in-
dustry. He urged a conciliatory discussion
of the problems affecting the industry. The
mastera and men conferred separately. The
masters later informed Signor Giolitti that
they were unable to accept the system of
joint eontrol, but were willing to submit to
it if it were imposed. Signor Giolitti said
that he was prepared to aecept responsi-
bility in connection with the matter. The
Prime Minister then issned u decree up-
pointing a joint committee of masters and
men to draft a Bill to reorganise the metal
industcy on the bagis of the men’s partici-
pation in the technical, financial, and ad-
ministrative control of the indnstry. The
decree points out that the workmen de-
clare that sneh participation il result in
an increased output and improved relations
between magters and men.
Many of the industries there have been
netionalised, and managers have been ap-
pointed by the Government just as they are
in Western Australia. If the Minister will
go into the office of the superintendent of
the local running department of the railways,
he will find three officers who, 19 years ago,
were on the foot-plate. To-day they are as-
sisting in the mamagement of the indusiry,
not however as the direct.representatives of
the men.

Mr. Willecock: Nor for the benefit of the
men, either,

Mr, DAVIES: I cannot dispute that.

Mr. Willcock: They are on the side of the
bosses.

Mr. DAVIES: T think such suspicions are

groundless, and that often the system is of .

benefit to the men.

Mr. Willeock: We have had a bitter ex-
pevience regarding such men.

Mr. DAVIES: I have here a manifesto
which is alleged to have been iasned by Lenin.

[11]

Hon. P. Collier: Get back to Australia.

Mr, DAVIES: It will appeal to the Leader
of the Opposition. Mr. Lenin is reported to
bave said—

“What the Bolsheviks have done so fur
wag the eastest part. It was the destrue-
tive part. It required omly force and de-
crees, The hardest part is still before them,
Bolshevism will fail unless it can rebuild
Rusgian industry and get maximum produe-
tion.”” Lenin then explaing that this cannot
be done under the original plan of Bolshe-
vism for the remson that the workers are
ot yet willing to work for the same rate
of pay for different kinds of work, ‘'The
machine worker still wants more money
than the man with a pick; and the brain
worker still wants more than the machine
worker, Russia will not have communism
until human pature is changed.’’

I consider that the greatest enemy the worker
has to-day is the worker himself, We have
the building industry, reference to which was
made the other night. 1 have made inquiries
into the matter as representing the Building
Trades Union. The average wage of the
bricklayers, plasterers, earpenters, and stone-
masons is about 158, a day all the year round,
after sorving five years of their time. The
demand is made that the least competent
worker should receive £5 13s. 11d. per week,
regardless of whether it can be paid or not.

Mr. Willeock: Mr. Hughes promised that.
Like Mr. Lloyd George he promises things
and then repudiates the promise,

Mr. DAVIES: Mr. Justice Higging, who
recently resigned the position of President of
the Arbitration Court, and was regarded by
the working classes as one of the best advo-
cates they had ever had, said

Mr, Willeock: He was a judge, not an ad-
vocate.

Mr. DAVIES: He advocated the interests
of the working classes.

Mr. Willeock: Not at all.

The SPEAKER: Qrder!
must keep order.

Mr. DAVIES: These are the remarks ot
the judge—

I hope that the parties will understand
that T have considered the finding of the
Basic Wage Commission, and will at aome
time have to speak abont it, but I am
satisfied that the basic wage referred to is
not the basic wage as accurately understood
at all. -Owing to a mistake, I think -not
by the Commission, but by the person, who-
ever he was, who drafted Clause 1, what
has been found by the Commission is not
the hasic wage. Basic means the base, and
here in place of confining the finding to
the base they have taken in the first, sec
ond, and third stories, The bagement is
different from the first, second, and third
stories. It will help all the parties to know
the attitude in which I approach the mat-
ter.

The hon, member
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“Mr. Theodore, the Premier of Queensland,
epeaking in the Trades Hall in Brishane on
the 3rl February -last had this to say—

The yuestion of Basic Wage was giving
rise to a considerible amount of controv-
-ersy in Australia at the present time. They
all know him well enough to realise that
he would not contemplate or think of the
frugtration of any. matter formulated or de-
sigued to improve or benefit the condition
of the workers. He had given a consider-
able amount of attention to the Pidington
proposal that the basic wage should be £3
165, in Melbourne, £5 17s, in Bydney, and
€3 6a. 6d. in Brisbane, These amounts
would mean au inerense in nominal wages,
but not in effective wage to workers, They
aould have to find some means of gettin
away from the old shibboleths, the old
futile process of the dog ehasing its own
tnil, and while higher wages were foreing
up the cost of living the never ending
chase after effective wages which the
worker never got. . . He admitted that it
was not an easy problem, and that energr
and brains would have to be applied to the
solution of it if-they were to have the
power of regulating these matters. They
had to see that the workers themselves re.
cognised their obligations to the comanun-
ity. There were some workers who were
prepared to loaf on their job, some who
carricd on active propaganda of the slow
down doctrine that had never been counten-
anced by the Labour movement, and that
could mnever be consistent with any ideal
of progress. The men who resorted to
that kind of sabotage never had and never
would accomplish salutary reform for this
or any other country.

Tf these statements had been made by a
National Labour man, he would have been
called a vat. They were made by the Pre-
mier of Quecnsland in the Trades Hall in
Brisbane on Eight Hours’ Day. They were
not made bv a capitalist or a profiteer, but
one of the foremost advoeates of the working
classes in Australia regarding the basic wage.
To-day people who are soffering in this State
and in Australia are suffering more keenly
owing to the fact that others are clameuring
for a basic wage regardiess of the domestic
obligations of the particular worker. Accord-
ing to Mr. Justice Higgins the term basie
means the base. There ought to be an en-
dowment given in accordance with the family
a man has, At the recent elections in Queens-
Iand, nine or 10 months ago, Mr. Theodore,
in his pre-election speech. said—

_ Regarding wages, Mr. Theodore said the

Government was of the opinion that the

basic wage shonld he determined for

Queensland for a man and his wife, and _

that the wife of each worker who had a
family should receive from a central fund
a subsidy with respeet to each child. It
was hoped to submit a Bill on those lines
to Parliament at an early date. In con-
clusion, Mr, Theodore said {he Labour
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Party had not hesitated to adopt a bold

policy in the legislative and administra-

tive spheves, and had done at all times

what they coneeived to be their duty to

the people, and were not afraid to leave

their political faith in the people’s hands,
It i3 a bold thing for any Labour Premier
to say that he would make a Dasie wage for
a man and his wife when the leaders of the
movements are clamouring for a basie wage
for a wan, his wife and three ehillren, and
no provision is being made for the man with
five or six children. The single man may re-
ceive the hasie wage that a married man with
three children is getting. That is the
cconomic justice dealt out to the worker by
the alleged leaders of the working classes.
A change is coming. The workers are be-
ginning fo realise that there are others in
Australia besides those who claim to be the
leaders of the working c¢lass movement.
These men say that their chief concern is the
welfare of the worker. Continnally they are
making matters harder for the worker, par-
ticularly those who are endeaveuring to raise
a ifamily in Australia and keep themselves
going. The day wiil come, and probably it
is on the way, when this position wiil be
remedied, I will give to Mr, Storey this
credit, that his Government attempted to
bring into operation a bonus for motherhood.
They are faced with a difficulty in that State.
They are talking about bringing in a lottery
to provide the funds for a bonus for mother-
hood, .

Mr. Corbay: Quite right, too.

Mr. DAVIES: It is right to give a bonus
for motherhood. Mr. Storey has been assailed
on all hands because he has been unable to
bring in this benus. When he was on the
hustinga last year, I uaderstand from reports
in the ‘L'rades Iall, one of the first Bills
promiged was one providing for the endow-
ment of motherhood. The Government have
been in power for 12 months but they have
not yet brought down that measure.  They
now realise that there is a diffieulty in‘the
way and they cannot give this benus unless
there is money to provide for it, They will
never be able to pay the endowment out of
the funds of the State unless they readjust
the basis on which wages are now fixed, If
it is going to he said that am industry will
provide a basic wage on the principle of the
wage for a man his wife'nnd three children,
or more, it can only be done at the expense
of those who have no children. Only by that
method can we adjust conditions in Australia
and make them more reasonable for a man
with a family to maintain. It is of some
moment to the State that & man with a family
ahall be kept going. We talk about immigra-
tion, and this and that, bot unless a man
with a family is maintained in reasonable
comfort, the position will become more acute
than it is to-day and we shall have childless
wmarriages, It is noticeable in all English-
speaking countries in the world that generally
speaking the birth-rate has declined. T be-
lieve this is due to the fact that no provision
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is made for the fawily as it comes along.
Why should not every child have a place?
We must take eare of the children and make
ample provision for their existence. If we
wish to keep our heads above water we must
- have efficient admipistration, industrial peace,
amd a larger population.  Reparding the
former point, Ministers must keep in personal
touch with their departments and responsible
heads, They must take personal notice of
everything and of those working under them.
They must apply themselves now, as they
have never done before, to their work, I am
glud that reference was made from the other
side of the House to the fact that they do
not belteve our compulsory industrigl arbitra-
tion has failed. I do not think it has. I
know what strikes mean not only to those
humediately involved but to hundreds, and
often thousands, of those removed from the
sceng of the strike. If we are to have the
strikes during the next two or three years
that we have had in the past, we shall never
get ont of our difficulties.

Mr, Clydesdale: Are you a pessimist?

Mr. DAVIES: Not altogether, but unless
we face the position squarely and honesily,
and try to find a way out of our difficulties,
there is no possible chance for us at all. T
believe in the good sense of the Britisher,
and that when it comes to the absolute limit,
he will say to himself and his fellows, ¢“This
will not carry us much further. * We have to
alter our taecties.’’ We see what is taking
place in the Official Labhour Party to-day.
There i3 a change in tacties and I hope this
will be for the benefit not only of the workers
but of the State as a whole.

On motion by Mr. Corboy, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 10.30 pan.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m,, and read prayers.

L]

QUESTION—ESPERANCE LANDS,

CLEARING.
dr. O'LOGHLEN (for Hon. T. Wal-
ker) asked the Premier: 1, Has any

provision been made for a steam traction
engine for the purpose of assisting the Es-
perance district settlers in the mallee distriet
on similar terms to like assistance vendered
elsewhere? 2, If so, when can the settlers ex-
peet that the steam traction engine will be in
commission? 3, If no steps have becu taken
to assist the mallee settlers to roll down the
serub, will he consilder the advisability of ren-
dering this assistance as early as possible?

The PREMIER replied: 1, No. 2, An-
swered by No. 1. 3, Inqairies by the Genceral
Muanager, Agricultural Bank, go to show that
horses will be more economical than an en-
gine, If it can be shown that the engiue is
cheaper, he is prepured to send one {down,

QUESTION—RATLWAY BUFFET CAks.

Mr. PICKERING asked the Minister for
Railways : 1, How many buffet ¢ars has the
Railway Department? 2, How many are in
operation? 3, What sections are they operat-
ing on? 4, What have been the financial re-
sults during the period of running?

The PREMTER (for the Minister for Rail-
ways} replied: 1, Three. 2, Two. 3, Perth-Wyal-
catehem, Caron-Yalgoo. 4, Perth-Wyaleatchem
car, 21st March to 31st July, profit £30 17s.
10d.; DPerth-Kellerberrin car, 21st March to
31st July, loss £152 1ls. 1d.; Caron-Yalgoo
car, 16th May to 3lst July, loss £49 12s, 114,
The Perth-Kellerberrin car was dizcontinued
with the time table alterations operating from
8th Aupust. The Caron-Yalgoo car is ths
oniy meuans of satisfactorily mecting refresh-
ment requirements of passengers between
Terth and Murehison Distriet.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
Seventh Day.
Debate resumed from the previous day,

Mr., CORBOY (Yilgarn) [4.36]: In com-
mon with others who have spoken ou the
Address-in-reply, and especially as the baby ..
of the House, 1 desire to welcome the mother
of the House amongst ws. T hope that dur-
ing wmy tenurc iz this Chamber I will not
give Ministers, or others, cause to complain
that, like mogt babies, I am always howling
for 2 rattle. T will endeavour to bring for-

" ward for the consideration of the Govern-

ment only those things that T think are rea-
sonable, or that T comsider should be granted.
With regard to the Address-in-reply, there
has been an almost total absence from the

" speeches delivered by members sitting on the

Ministerial side of the House, of any pro-
posal or policy, either on the part of Minis-
ters or private members, indicating any defi-
nite ideas as to how the financial drift is to
be remedied In the Govermor’s Speech we



